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Hon. J. Duffell: 1 thought so.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: But I objeet to the
shouting system. [ have practised what 1
preach. I do not think I have shouted more
than 12 times within the last 12 months. 1
have sat down in the elub with a dozen other
s, eacl paying tor his own liquor, and we
have the same social chat as we would bave
had under the shouting system; but with
this ditlercnce, that no man took more than
he wanied. There is not in this any real in-
terference with the liberty of ihe subject.
or not nearly so much as is to be found in
other legislalion. At present a man cannot
drink after cerlain bours, Give us this Bill
and we will not need to trouble about the
hours. A certain man with big interests ip
the liquor trafiic at Home said on this ques
fion of anti-shouting—

The publican who fook £100 under ilw
old system takes only about £10 under the
new. Denied the opportunity of extend
ing hospitality, men tire of each other’s
society pretty quickly.

I do not think it is right in lhese 1imes for
men to be hanging around a hotel at ali
hours both day and night, shouting for one
another and enjoying one another’s society
by the instrumentality of aleohol. 1 do not
think it needs many more words from me to
commend this Bill to the House. If hon.
members will read ihe clauses and consider
their good effects, and consider also the econ-
omy that is likely to arise by reducing the
consumption of enormous quantiiies of
aleohol and diigeting money that would
otherwise be spent upon it into proper chan-
nels, they will have no diffieulty in support-
ing the Bill. I move—

Thai the Bill be now read a second time.

OUn metion by Hon. . Somers debafe
ad journed,

House adjourned 9.49 p.m,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pran., and read prayers.

QUESTION—WHEAT AGENTS, 1916-17

HARVEST.

Mr. 8. STUBBS asked Hon. J. D. Con-
nolly (Honorary Minister): 1, Ts he aware
that notiee has heen given to a prominent
firm of wheat shippers and millers that their
services will not be required in the hand-
ling of the 1016-17 harvest, either in the
capacity of shipper or milling agent? 2,
Ts it not a fact that it the notice has been
issued that no charges have been formulated
against the said firm as to why they have
been dismissed, and the acquisition of wheat
which means a serious loss to themm and
their representatives in the conniry laken
out of their hands. 3, Did not the Prime
Minister give a pledge to all the wheat ship-
pers and millers that the operations of the
pool would disturb as litfle as possible the
buginess connections and organisation of the
wheat shippers and millers?

The HONORARY MINTSTER replied:
1, Ockerby & €Co., Lid.. have been notilied
that it is not intended fo appoini them to
he (fovernment agents in the handling of
the 1916-17 wheat harvest either as shipper
or miller agent. 2, The company is not
heine dismissed from its present azencies,
which are heing continued. The non-ap-
rointmenl on further azeucies should not
mean anv other loss than that of commis-
sion. and the Government are satisfied, after
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receiy ing the recommendation from the State
Wleat Marketing Commiltee, that there are
cogent reasons in the interests of the scheme
why the services of the company should not
be turlher utilised. 3. Tt was understood
thal at the inavguration of the Common-
wealth scheme for marketing the 1915-16
harvest that there would be as litile disloca-
tion as possible in the ordinary business of
bandling the wheat. "There was, however, no
pledge that if after experience with agenls
who may have been appointed to assist the
Government in the marketing of the wheat it
was found that the interesis of the scheme
would be better served by nob appointing
them to further ageneies, thai the Govern-
ment should be compelled to further employ
them.

QUESTION-—RABBIT AND DINGO
PESTS.

Mr. PIESSE asked the Minister for
"Works: ls it the intention of the Govern-
went, to introduce an amendinent of “The
Roads Aet, 1911,” this session, giving full
powers to the roads boards to deal with the
rabhit and dingo pesis?

The HONORARY MINISTER, on behall
of the Minister for Works replicd: The
matier is under consideration. Inquiries are
being made, and if il is found that further
powers are required, and time permits, the
neeessary legislation will be introduced.

QUESTION — RATLWAY CONSTRUC-
TION, WYALCATCHEM—MT. MANR-
SHALL.

My, PIESSE  asked the Minister for
Works: When is it antivipated that the coun-
struction of the Wyalcatehem-Mt. Marshall
Railway will be completed?

The HONORARY MINISTER, on behall
of the Minister for Works replied: It is
antieiyated that this line, with the exeeption
of the water supply at Bencubbin, will be
completed by the end of December.

QRUESTION—AGRICULTURAL
TRY.

Mr. HARRISON asked Hon. J. D. Con-
nolly {Honorary Minister): 1, Ts it the in-

INDUS-

[ASSEMBLY.]

tention of the Government to make use of
ihe evidence colleeted by the Royal Com-
mission on Agricultural Industries through
the wheat areas prior to the presentation of
their report? 2, Is it the intention of thd
Government to reduce the water charges
tow obtaining in the wheat areas? 3, As the
price of wool at present is a record one, is
any action being taken by the Industries
Assistance Board Lo prevent the waste of
stock feed by farmers working under the
direction of the hoard?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
1, The Commission is forwarding recom-
mendations from time to time on matters on
which the evidence taken gualifies it to form
a final opinion, and these will receive con-
sideration. 2, Yes, the Royal Commission
on Agricultural Industries has been asked
to report on ihis question. On receipt of
this body’s report the matter of adjusting
the water charges on retienlated agrienlinral
land will receive consideration. 3, The In-
dustries Assistance Board has no power to
zrant stock loans. The Agricultural Bank,
in whose provinee this lies. is not, at present,
in a posilion to grant sheep to all farmers,
owing to the State’s financial position and
the high price of stuck; bat the Govern-
ment’s policy is to supply stoek as soon as
financial eonsiderations will allow.

BILLS (5)—FIRST READING.
1, Land Aet Amendment.
2, Agricultural  l.ands
Amendment.
3, Permanent Reserves Re-dedication.
4, Agricultural Bank Aet Amendment.
3, Hoads Act (ontinuance.

Purchase Act

BILL—NELSON RATES VALIDATION.
Read a third (ime and fransmilied to the
Legislative Couneil.

ASSEXT T0 BILLS.

Message from the Covernor received and
read notifying assent to the following
Bills :—

1, Roman Catholic Chureh Property Aets
Amendment.

2, Adoption of Children Aet Amendment.

3, Weslern Australia Day Funds.
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4, Permanent Reserve.
5, Execution of Instruments.
6, Zoological Gardens Ae¢t Amendment.

BILL—WORKERS' HOMES
AMENDMENT.

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending the Bill.

ACT

- BILL — INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT AMENDMENT.
Message from the (lovernor received and
read recommending the Bill.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Attorney General: Legal Praeti-
tioners Act, amended rules.

BILL—FRANCHISE.

Returned from the Legislative Colwneil
with amendments.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1916-17.
In Commilige of Supply.

Dcbate resumed from the 21st November
cn the Treasurer’s linancial statement and
on the Apnval Estimates; Myr. Holman in
the Chair.

Yote—Flis  Excellency  the Guuernor,
£i,540:
Mr. SCADDAN (Brown Hill-Ivanhoe)

[4.45]: As one having been called upon fo
undertake the task of introducing the Bud-
get into this Chamber on no fewer than five
oceasions, 1 ean assure the present Treasurer
that he had my sympathy in his task on
Tuesday evening last. At the same time 1
must express regret that he made the under-
taking a bard one for bimself by finding a
difficully in not removing himself as Trea-
surer of the State from the position of leader
of the party, and thus discussing the finances
of the State—which, in my opinion, at all
events, require discussion from a non-party
standpoint perhaps more than anything else
requires such diseussion—largelv from a
party point of view, and indeed principally
from that point of view. I consider the duty
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devolves upon him as Treasurer to so in-
troduce a Budget as, while placing the eom-
plete faets and figures before the country,
always {o bear in mind that the best inter-
¢sts of (he State are served by the preserva-
tion of its eredit, The very first paragraph
of the hon. gentleman’s speech was more
concerned with beliltling his political oppo-
nents and deerying them, than it was con-
cerned with handling the flinanees of the
State from the point of view of the best
advantage of the State. In his very intro-
duclion the Premier remarked that there was
o lime in the history of this Slate when a
‘Lreasurer had been faced with such difficul-
ties afl preseni. He went on to say that
e was Taved with a huge delicit and with a
ileelining revenue; that we haid reached the
maximunn of espendifure in this Stale; that
we had an abnormal public debt; thab be
was faced with demands for financial assist-
ance from every direciion, and at the samec
time faeed with uncerlainty in respeel of
the raising of future loan moneys, and with
the disloeation of trade and commerce caused
by the war. T have never heard of sueh a
dismal condilion of affairs being outlined by
a Treasurer as that outlined by the hon. gen-
{leman opposite in his very iniroduciion.

The Premier: Woere not all those state-

ments facts 7

Mr. SCADDAN: Granted ihal they were
facts—which 1 dispute—surely the Trea-
surer could have as easily drawn attention
to these difficulties without giving them sueh
prominence in his Budget speech by making
them the very theme upon which e dis-
cussed the State’s finances—Llhus giving the
Miate an adverfisement which a Treasurer
certainly should not give it, though a leader
of the Opposition might. However, the hon.
gentleman had been sitting so long on this
side of the Chamber as leader of the Oppo-
silion, he had heen so long engaged in seek-
ing Lo belilile the previous Government, and
1 aritcularly the Treasurer, that he eould not
accommoidate himself to Lhe sudden change,
tirat he conld not forget his old taclies and
remember that the credit of the State was
his first consideration, The hon. gentleman,
irowever, very speedily followed up the sen-
iences | have quoted by saying that he still
had the greatest faith in the wonderful re-
sohrces anvl recuperalive powers of this
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greal State. I do not think 1 have ever
heard that expression before; it is quite
originul. The Treasurer also said that he
was confident he could pull through all right
" given a continuance of the blessings of il
Almighty in good seasons and bountiful har-
vests, together with the hearty support and
cu-operation of all classes, which were de-
manded. Tlhese last sentences reminded me of
a poem about a ceriain great personage, of
which poem the last line was, “Mitt me and
Gott.” Here we have from the Treasurer
the same thing, Subjeet to the assistance of
the Almighty, the leader of the present Gov-
ernment is prepared to do all that is neces-
sary lo caleh up with prosperity.

Mr. Thomas: He is calching up with the
Kaiser.

dir. SCADDAN: As Treasurer, the hon.
genileman has to face econditions, whether
favourable or untaveurable; and if is no uvse
his pleading for assistance from the Al-
mighty, and relying upon that entirely. e
must face the diffienlties which ocecasionally
arise, notwithstanding all onr praises of ihe
Almighty. Let me again point out that the
Treasurer said the first duty of the Govern-
ment was to endeavour (o stop the drift to
leeward.  That sentence, of course, affords
evidence that there is a drmft to leeward.
The hon. gentleman says his first duty is
to stop that drift. But is it the duty of a
Miuistry representing only oune scetion of
the House, and thus represenling only one
gection of the community, to slop the drifi,
and is it the provinee of the Opposition to
do everything possible to eause a continu-
ance of that drift? That is a question |
sericugly submit to the present Treasurer.
Is it the special provinee of a Ministry, re-
presenting only one section of (the com-
munity, to siep a financial drift, while it is
the special provinee of members sitting on
the Opposition side—and, indeed, this might
be thought from the aelions of members of
the present Government when sitting here—
to cause a drift and to assist the drifi to
extend further to leeward? That is the pre-
sent Treasurer’s party aititude, and it has
been so ever since the first oceasion when a
Labour Government took over the reins of
office in Western Australia. Has that finan-
cial drift only just commenced, or has i
been with us for some years?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Prewmier:
ugo.

Mr. SCADDAN: For the commencement
of that drift, as the hon, genilewan was fuliy
aware, certain conditions prevailing in this
State, over which we had no possible con-

It commenced five years

trol, were responsible, I will admit
that in eertain other directions  fthe
previous Government were Tespon-
sible. [But what attitude did the hon.

gentlemen adopt to {he course we proposed
to take? Did not the previous oecupants
of the Treasury bench—even when they had
a clear majority, as they had on one occa-
sion, of 18 or 17 members in this Chamber,
the Chamber which especially represents the
people from the point of view of control of
finance—when they endeavoured to stop the
driit to leeward, encounter every cndeavour
on the part of the then Opposition to
thwart those efforts to stop the drift? We
took all possible measure to stop the drift
with the exeeption of one means which we
declined, just as the Treasurer on Tuesday
last] on behalf of his Government, declined
to follow. Furthermore, did we not as often
as we drew attention {o the drift and en-
deavoured to stop it see the united opposi-
lion, not merely of members now sitting on
the Government benches in this Chamber,
but of the representalives of their party in
another place?  Ts it not a fact that the
preseni Colonial Seeretary declared in an-
olher place, in speaking on a finaneial pro-
posal of the previous Government intended
to help to stop the drift, that so far as he

wag  personally concerned he would not
aranl the then Government an additional

renny for themn to squander? Bul T wish to
ask, is it squandering money to provide in
times of peace and prosperity a living wage
to our employees? Is it squandering money
to make lbelter provision for those who are
stricken with sickness?  Is it squandering
money fo care for the widow and the or-
phan, deprived of ibeir bread-winner? Is
it squandering money for those who, pos-
sibly through cireumstanees beyond their
control, are left destitute?

Mr. Smith: Eleetion taetics.

My, SCADDAN: Above all, is it squan-
dering money fo improve the edueational
system so s to ensure to all children at least



[23 NovemBERr, 1916.]

ihe epportunity of beenming good and valu-
able citizens? Ts it squandering money lo
render in times of drought and war all pos-
sible assistance to those engaged in the de-
velopment of our various industries, and es-
pecially our primary industries, so that they
may assist in the permanent material ad-
vancement of our State and ifs cilizens?
All this in Hime of war and drought was
done by the previous Governmeat.

The Premicr: By putting up the fertil-
iser rates.

Mr. SCADDANXN: Naturally these things
affected our finances. We sought, as 1 have
said, assistance to stop the drift; but party
lostility proved stronger than love of coun-
try, and the drift was rather encouraged.
At the same lime, while the then Qpposition,
baeked by their representatives in another
place, were opposing our financial pro-
posals. they were continually complaining
that we were mnol spending money fast
enongh in different directions.  For what
object were these complaints made? For
the one set object of bringing aboul the
downfall of the previous Government, even
if it meant the ruin of the eredit of Western
Ausiratia,  Again, if the previous Govern-
ment squandered money in these direelions
and hy snch methods, what can be said of
the present Government, who have shown by
this very Budget, by these very Estimates,
that they are prepared fo coniinue fo squan-
der and prepared to make up the cost by
imposing dastardly and inequitable forms
of taxation? I shall show later how those
methods are dastardly and ineguitable. But
I, and others with me, have been turning
over in our minds why the Treasurer has
pursued in hig present position the tacties
be adopted when sitting in Opposition.
Several explanations have occurred to us,
Firstly, perhaps his attitude may be due to
a desire to retaliate on that partvy who in-
sisted on a hargain at the expense of the
Treasury in return for support while the
present Government gecupy the Treasurv
bench., T am told by our friends on the
eross-benches that it is not so.  Possibly it
may not be so; but the effect is the same,
nothwithstanding, Secondly, the reason
may be that the Treasurer sees the writing
on the wall. and wishes to “take it ont of”
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the haleful workers while there is yet a
Jittle time. Again, the present Treasurer
heing essentially a eopyist, it may be that
he Las become imbued with the doctrines of
{he LWAV. One of those doctrines is to
“get in and kick like hell.” Or perhaps the
real underlving molive iz to try to make
those very essentials lo which I have alluded
unpopular by imposing exasperating meth-
ods of raising revenue and inequitable taxes
upon the community and thus causing the
people to say, “We are not prepared to
tolerafa Lhis taxation; do away wilth those
other essentials.” T eannot get it out of my
mind that the €ormer opposition right along
the line has heen on the yuestion of finance,
in the helief that sueh methods of opposition
would prevent the previous Government
from putting their poliey inlo operation—a
policy which meanl bringing velief to those
who most needed it. The guestion of the
efuity, or otherwise, of the proposals out-
lined in the Budget can be dealt with more
fully, perhaps, on the taxation Bills now
before the House. But may I, just in pass-
ing. ask whether it is equitable to impose a
super-tax of 181 per cent., on the man who
is admittedly living on the merest margin
hetween existence and sfarvation, and to put
only 23 per cenl. on the man who is to-day,
notwithslanding the conditions prevailing,
able to live in the Jap of Juxurv? Ts it
cquitable to impose taxation on eertain com-
modities in one portion of the Siafe, and in
the remainder of the State to impose a tax
on those eommodities, plus a lax on the rail-
way freights, jplus a tax on the handling
charges? Ts it equitable to impose a tax
per medium of inereased freights which eall
upon the consumer near the source of sup-
ply to contribute to the revenue 1s., and upon
the eonsumer living under mueh worse con-
ditions in remote parts of the State to con-
tribute 15s.. 16s., and 17s. to the revenue?
Is it justifiable {0 use the necessity of the
repatriation of our soldiers to impose a
further tax on the community when it is not
intended to strictly apply it to the purpose
of repatriation? I admit that the Treasurer
does require additional revenue. I have as-
serted for vears past that if the Government
are to he reqnired to render the services
they are rendering it is essential that the
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Government should receive additional rev-
enue. 1 lhave no hesitalion in saying that
the House should assist the Treasurer to get
the additional revenue; but it must be ob-
tained from those who can well carry fhe
additional burden, There is neither equily
nor juslice in the financial proposals of the
Treasurer. What has become of that much
hoasted possession of our friends on the
Treasury bench, business acumen?

Mr, 8. Stubbs: He is dead.

My. SCADDAN: 1 thought they were elen-
ted for the purpose of trying to bring about
reform. The Attorney General at the re-
eenl ¢lection bhonsled that what was esseniinl
in view of the condition of our finances was
the application of business metheds in the
Government departments, and he asserted
that the present Government consisted of
men of known business capacity, and that
with the application of the business acnmen
of the members of the Ministry, prosperity
would immedialely return and everything
in the garden would he lovely., There was
not to be any taxation. The hon. member
would have scoufed the mere suggestion.

The Aitorney General: Yon should have
‘attended some of my meetings, instead of
relving on hearsay.

Mr. SCADDAN: 1t was said by our op-
ponents when sitting here, it has heen said
in the policy speech of the Premier, and by
Ministers when seeking re-glection on their
appointment to office, that the finances of
the State eould be adjusted by the mere ap-
plication of business methods.

The Attorney General: And, of conrse,
taxation.

Mr, SCADDAN: T said that all along, 1
told the people of Canning that with all the
business acumen of our friends opposiie
they could not adjust the finances exeept
by one of three methods—two of which, by
the way, have heen applied by the Premier.
I told the elactors that in the condition of
affairg in this State, if they were poing lo
maintain our industries on a reasonahle
footing, if they were not to bring abont
chaos, if thevy were not to impose intoler-
ahle conditions on the great majority of the
community, the Government must call upon
those best able to endure to contribute fur-
ther by way of taxation, and I said the pre-
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sent Governmwent would he called upon te
introduce additional taxaiion immediately
on assuming offiee, Of course, T lad not
the slightest idea that they would introduce
taxation in the form in whieh it is now pro-
pused. 1 have looked in vain in the Budget
for the applicalion of business methods. At
lnst we have the eandid admission of the
Treasurer that what [ have repeatedly de-
claved reparding the finances is eorrest,
namely, that additional revenue must be
found or wholesnle retrenchment introduced
in the publie service. It is pot so long
since he asserted that there shonld be whole-
sole retrenchment in the publie service. On
this oecasion he has adopted the former
and, [ thmk, the wiser eourse of resorting
to incrensed laxation. But in the manner in
whiceh he has gone about it he diseloses his
want of knowledge, added to which he re-
veals bis inconsistency. On the 24th Feb-
ruary, 1015, speaking on the second reading
of the Public Entertaininents Taxation Bill,
the present Treasurer said—

So far as I am concerned, T am not in
favour of imposing increased taxation
until such time as the Government shall
have shown some strong determinalion to
exereise that dvue economy which the coun-

try is enlitled to-expect at their hands.
Thien Mr, Bolton interjected ‘‘Reduetion of
wages and salaries!’’and the present Treas-
urer continued—

Be it what it may. Economy must be

exereised. Eeonomy has been laid down

as the fundamental poliey, not only of the

Liberal Government but of my friends

opposite.

That was only two vears ago, when the hon.
niemher must have appreciated the fact that
there was a drift in our inances. ]

The Premier: I appreciated that five
years ago.

Mr. SCADDAN: But as I 'say, he did
everything possible to eause that drift to
continne, until lie now tells the House that
he is not responsible for the condition of
affairs he as Treasover finds himself in.

The Attorney General: You do nob sug-
gest that he is, do you?d

Mr. Munsie: His party is.

The Altorney fiencral: What has our side
to do with the drift of the last five years?
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Me. SCADDAN: The hon. mewber does
not appreciate the fact that fur tbe last
five years the control of affairs in this
State has centred in the second Chamber
whiech has invariably taken the ¢ue from the
leader of the Opposition in fhis Chamber.
We knew from the attitude of the leader
of the Opposition here what result would
follow the introduction of a measure in the
other place. His party have ever been pre-
pared to down their political opponents,
even if it meant downing the interesis of
the State. The drift commenced five years
aro with the first yvear of drought in this
State.

The Premier:
drought.

Mr. SCADDAN: Only the other evening,
the Treasurer said he was not responsible
even for this vear’s finances up to the end
of June next. He said “I must take the
position as I find it, and the position of the
finanees as shown 1 the Eslimates is not
of my making, 1 have no confrol over it."”
Yel in (he next breath he said that the Gov-
ernment who came in in 1911 were respon-
siidle from the first day of taking office—
fotwithstanding that he had Dbuilt up a
£75,000 deficit before he leff. TUnder those
eonditions and the eonditions that bave ruled
since, nothing but a drift in the finances
could have happened. But where 1s the con-
sistency of the hon. gentleman, whe persist-
entlv opposed every form of taxation lo
stop the drift, and yet who to-day has taken
every taxation measure on the siatute-hook
and carefully raked it with a fine tooth-comb
o see if there were no means of increasing
the returns from it? No (overnment that
depend largely for political suppert on St.
George's-ferrace are going to introduce
taxation that will hit St. George's-terrace.
The Treasurer is inconsisteni in (his maiter.
He could net. until 1ast July, appreciate the
fact that there was a drift and that it was
his duty as leader of the Opposition in war
fime and time of drought to as<ist the Gov-
ernment to stop that drift, and not. simply
hecause he found himself in the position of
leader of the Qpposition. trv to keep the
ship of State in diffienlties. Our fniends on
the eross-benches removed us from office and
undertook to give their support to the pres-
ent Ministers, to a party of only 17 in a

1t eomwmenced before the
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Hypuse of 50, because our friends oa the
crogs-benches said “The Liberals who are
lo oceupy the Treasury bench possess bus-
iness acumen whieh will save our supporters
from additional laxativon te square the fin-
ances.”  Wihat have they got? They have
the very faxes they feared, and everyone of
then, without exception, hits the men in the
agricwtural and ining distriets hard, and
bard, and still hard; and the men in the
melropolitan area. the rag merchants, who
are to-lay making bigger profits than ever
bafore, are practiecally escaping scot free.
l.et me further examine this statement. this
introduction, this  basis  upon which the
whole of the Budget rests. Our friend as-
serts he has a deelining revenue. But it is
not shown to any appreciable extent in the
cstimates ineluding the trading concerns. A
declining revenue, forsooth, compels him to
mtroduce taxation to the tune of over a guar-
{er of a miilion per annum. Return 8, sub-
mitted by the Treasurer, shows the revenue
in 1815-1916 to have been £3.356.978 and
the cstimated revenue for 1916-1917 to be
£4,680,4810,  This latter amount only -
cludes the nel vesult of our trading eonecrns,
unamely, £136,000. But it we turn to ihe
trading coneerns estimates, we will find that
the Treasurer ex)ecis fu receive from them
L£787.200.  Ro, deduciing the amount he has
alveady  paud  inte  acecount., namely, the
€156,000, we have left an estimated vevenue
for the vear of £3.311,35%, or only £43.620
less than last vear. WWhere 15 the decline
in revenue? In one eolumn the Treasurer
sets oul the revenue actnallv reecived last
vear, after bulking the gross revenue re-
cetved from frading concerns. The olher
colnmn sets out the revenue only taking the
nel profits fo arcount, namelv. €156,332.
There is one object in view, and that is to
make it appear to members and fo the pub-
lie that the Treasurer has less money in the
Treasury than bis predecessors, and that he
has to make it up by these Forms of iaxation
to the fune of a quarter of a mitlion. The
estimaterd expendifure on the same basis, in-
eluding the whole of onr tradinz concerns,
that we pievieusly included in our total,
comes to €3570.361. which leaves a deficit of
exactly the same basis of £36%,203. Where
is evilence of the applieation of business
methods? The estimated deficit, financing on
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the same hasis, is already £568,203 as against
£350,000. Even laking the figures which the
Premier asserted should be included it is
just over £400,000—1 will be fair enough
to give that in—or a net estimated deficit,
deducting surplas  from trading coneerns
of £724,535 as agaiust something like
£400,000 last year. So wmuch for the
statement that he had to meet a declhining
revenue, and For the application of business
utethods as shown by the inereased expen-
dilure for last year, and the increased short-
age on our revenue account financed on the
same basis.  That is not of s own mak-
ing.  The present Government reduced the
revenue by £56,00) in abolishing the ob-
noxious terminal charges on distriet rail-
ways and by reducing the fertiliser freights
to a priee which mezns running it at a loss,
they brought about a loss of £56,000 un-
der these two heads alone.

The Attorney General: You used to say
it was £100,000,

Mr. SCADDAN : I did net. T said that the
Government - have, since they have been in
office, done a good denl in the way of giving
away revenue which will amount to £100,000
in the aggregate. Next the Treasurer asserts
that we have reached the maximum expendi-
ture on our revenue aceount. We have not
done so beeanse he has exceeded that, and
ene cannot exceed the maximum. 1f we have
reached the maximum expendifure on our
revenue account, why does the Treasurer not
apply his business methods and why do not
his Ministers assist him by applying them-
selves to the departments as husiness men
and reducing the expenditure lo a minimum?

Mr. Munsie: They will appoint another
Royal Commission to inguire.

Mr. Bolton: No, they will not.

Mr. SCADDAN: He says we have an
abnormal public debt. If the public debi is
abnormal and the Treasurer appreciates the
fact that it is abnormal, he oughi to sc
arrange his methods in his departments as
to bring about norinal conditions so far as
our loan expenditure is concerned.

The Attorney General: It will take years.

Mr. SCADDAN: I am satisfied that it
will, and yet, in the next breath the Treas-
urer comnplains because he is faced with an
uncertainty in respect to raising loan moneys
to Inerease our abnormal loan expenditure.
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1le complains in effect that he cannot make
things more abnormal. There again he
should apply his business methods and bring
about normal conditions in our loan expendi-
ture. I venture to remark that the Treasurer
and bis Ministers are capable of spending
every penny they can raise on any market
which ig available in any part of the world.

Mr. Collier: And more.

Mr. THardwick: You have got it all.

Mr. SCADDAN: There is still a
loating around.

Mr. Angwin: He only left a notice to
say that he could not get it.

Mr. SCADDAN: The T'reasurer has his
hand on it. What i1s the real position in re-
zard to our publie debt? Would it not
have been more to the credit of the Treas-
wrer when he had drawn the attention, not
merely of the public in Western Australia,
but the lending publiec in the old country—
the people to whom he bas to go to borrow
money—wonld 1t not have been to his eredit
and lo the advantage of the State, I say,
if ie had immediately explained the differ-
ence between our public debt and that of
the other States, or other parts of the
British Empire? Could he not have said
that, while the publiec debt per head of the
population s high in ecomparison with the
public debt of the other States of the Com-
monwealth, a great percentage of our public
debt is not only provided for by sinking fund
but is expended in reproductive works almost
entirely, and that year after year we have
been spending more and more and a greater
percentage in reproductive works and less
on unreproductive works? As a matter of
faet he could have said that we are finane-
inz our harbour boards, our weter supplies,
our tramways, our Agricultural Bank, and
financing works in nnmerous other directions.
Tn other parts of the Commonwealth, how-
ever, these are no pari of the national debt
but are horne hy boards. nobwilhstanding the
fact they ave, to my way of thinking, a part
of their national! debt and should he added to
it for the purpose of proper eomparison.

Mr. Collier: They would traosfer water
supplvy and trams to local bodies and say
that (hey had rednced the public debt.

Mr. SCADDAN: Yes. The Treasurer
talks ahout not being responsible for the
condition of affairs as he found it, bul he

little
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now wants o make it worse, He ean give
away £56,000 in railway freights, and put
on increases in other directions in order to
mzake that up. He las now undertaken to
hand over the water supply of the metro-
politan area, whieh showed a profit of £8,000
last year. lle is handing over the trams,
which showed u profii, after paying £10,000
towards belated repairs which is not taken
out of revenne—of £30,000 to 1he local
autherities. 1le loses all that revenue merely
for the purpest of saying at the end of the
year “I have not inereased the public debt.”
The public, however, has 1o pay thai debt
just as woeh {hrough the loeal antliorities as
through any other cehannel. It should be
made a part of the public debt all the same.
If all of our publie debt were charged
against the whole of the éommunity it might
be considered serious, but we must remember
that a great bulk of our loan indebtedness is
in revenue-carning  developmental  works,
such as railways, waler supply, harbour
works, Agrieultural Bank capilal, tramways,
goldfields and agrieuliural development, and
in a lesser degree in the provision of work-
ers’ homes, trading concerns to a smaller ex-
teul, and to an even smaller extent public
buildings. The Treasurer made much of our
loan expenditure during Lhe past five years.
The latest firures 1 have show an increase
per head of the population of £32 6s. 3d. I
know the Attorney General nsed always to
lead off at his public meetings about the
amount of money we had spent and what
we had not done for the Canning. He
claimed that we had 34 million pounds re-
ceived by way of revenue and loan moneys,
and asked what we had done for Canning.

The Premier: WWhat did you de?

My, SCADDAN: We gave 1he hon. mem-
ber’s eolleague a bit of a run for his money,
that is all. As a matler of fact, however, we
did a lot in the Canning. When are the Gov-
ernment going to do something to keep faith
with their promises?

Mp. Bolton: They eannot keep one-tenth
of their promises.

The Attorney General:
Canning the filter beds.

Mr. SCADDAN: We did not. T am glad
the hon. member has mentioned that. e
made mueb of the obnoxious filter beds. and

You gave the
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led the public to believe that the Labour
(iovernment were responsible.

The Attorney General: You built them.

Mr, SCADDAN: As a matler of fact the
Treasurer, when Minister for Works, was
responsible for eslablishing the filter beds in
East Perth.

The Premier: Xo.

AMr. SCADDAN: If anyoue should shift
these filter beds it should be the hon. mem-
hers opposite. Let me deal with the ques-
tion of the inereased public debt during the
period ihat the Labour Government were in
oflice. 1 am taking (ke five years from June
1911 to June 1916. I find that the increase
amounted to £32 Gs. 3d. per head of Lhe
population. Of that amounl £10 19s. 3d.
was absorbed in railway construction and
improvements to existing lines; £6 12s. 3a.
was absorbed in providing additional capital
for the Agricultural Bank; £3 8s. 3d. was
absorbed in agriculture generally, including
assistance to setilers; water supply sewerage
and drainage, and a fair percentage of ihe
agricultural distriets, absorbed £3 10s. 8d.,
and workers’ homes £1 5s. 11d.

Mr. Ilarrison: Are ihey not paying it
back; are they liable for interest?

AMr. SCADDAN: I am prepared to ad-
wit that the hon. member is making a cor-
rect statement. It is absurd that it should
be so stated, and what T eomplain about is
that the Treasurer has not dune this. This
money has been loaned to assist individuals
in the maintenance of an industry, and it is
charged against them and therefore cannot
be considered in the ordinary sense as part
of the public debt. We have expendwd loan
moneys in ihe last five vears in direefions
which were not considered for a moment in
normal times. It all has to come back, and
onght to be added to our national debt, but
in the sale of Government property our
1riends oppozite will spend it as revenue.

Mr. Piesse: Is not fully 50 per cent re-
paid?

Mr. SCADDAXN: Certainly not. Take
the agricultural railways. The expenditure
on our railway construetion has been made
praciieaily all in the agricultural disiricts
and all our distriet railways are showing us
a loss to-day of over £60,000 per annum.

Mr. Willmott: Some of them are showing
a profit.
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My, SCADDAN: None in the agrienifural
areas.

Mr. Willmott :
South-\Vest,

Mr. SCADDAN: Only as the result of
the carriage of timber.

Mr. Harrison: Is not the increased trunk
line revenue resulting from these new agri-
cultural railways put against the expendi-
ture on the agricultnral railways?

Mr. SCADDAN: The business methods
of the departments are to allow a percent-
age of the profit earned by the carriage of
goods over the frunk lines towards the spur
lines. The hon. member does not appreciate
the fact that every mile that we carry a ton
of fertiliser over our trunk lines represents
a loss. Consiruction of railways, £10 19s.
3d.; Agrieultural Bank, £6 12s.; agriculture
generally, including assistance to settlers,
£3 6s. 8d.; water supply and sewerage, £3
10s. 8d.; purchase of trams and provision
of the power house, £2 8s. 6d.; new frading
concerns—wlhich eaused all the ehaos aceord-
ing to the Treasurer—19s. 5d.; goldfields de-
velopment, State batteries, ete., 13s.; publie
buildings, roads, ele, 16s. 1d. Of the tofal
amount of loan moneys raised in the five
years, five millions went info railway con-
struction. It may be claimed that we were
not justified in building those railways.

Mr. Angwin: They were authorised by
Parliament.

Mr. SCADDAN: That is so, every one
of them was anlhorised. I wish to draw at-
tention to the fact that none of us counld
foresee the war. They could not foresee it a
week ahead in London; the men swho arc
supposed to have their fingers on the pulse
of trade, commerce and finance in London
conld not foresee the war three days ahead.
How then couid we be supposed to foresee
it here? Ve continued the policy of railway
construction, and our friends opposife never
complained, wilh a view to providing for
assistance and development to agriculture
and our other primary industries. The whole
of ihose railways undertaken were not com-
pleted when we left office, bui we did build
the lines authorised so far as we were able
to get capital and material to do it. Un-
fortunately the war broke out and instead
of the wpopulation of the State in-
creasing, as it must be expected to

There are three in the
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increase before our railways can  Dbe
made to pay, the population fell away, And
unfortunately again the poliey of our
friends on the treasury benches is caleulated
to briog about a still further depletion of
the population in the inierior, with the
result that the metropolis will be erowded.
1f a man goes to the war, whether from
Kalgoorlie or the Murchison, from Merredin
or from Bridgetown even, are his depend-
ants likely to remain in the country? They
are not, they will floek to Perth. And this
will he aceentuated if the financial proposals
of the Premier are given effect to. When
the imposts he now proposes arve in opera-
tion it will be impossible for the people to
live anywhere else in the Staie than in
Perth. When I put that position to the
Treasurer he urged the present abnormal
condition of affairs; but I think he might
have explained the reason for it, and he
might have made a comparison for the pur-
pose of at least showing the reasoms. T
have always held we should consider coun-
try hefore party, and this applies more
partienlarly in matters connected with the
finances of fhe State. Tt is essential that
every Treasurer should be careful to stale
the full facts when delivering his Budget
Speech. The Premier tells us that he is
faced with demaunds for finanecial assistance
in every direction. Of course he is, and he
says also that he expeets those demands will
continue. T tell him now that if he pro-
poses to maintain our industries he must
expect those demands to continue and he
must meet them. TUnfortunately we have
been compelled to encourage people holding
money to invest in war bonds, even our
banks. T repeat that the Treasurer will have
to render assistance to industries; he will
bhave to help them as we helped them. He
will have to help industries which are almost
on the verge of bankruptey.

Mr. Thomson: And he will do it.

Mr. SCADDAN: The member for Katan-
ning says he will do jt, then why ¢omplain
about it? TFinally the Treasurer said he
was faced with the dislocation of trade
and commerce caused by the war. Not sat-
isfied with the disloeation cansed by the
war he proposes to make that dislocation
greater by the introduction of methods of
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taxation ealeulaied to eripple trade in many
paris of the State. He propuses to make
that dislvcation felt particularly outside the
metropolitan area by his absurd and foolish
methods and foolish proposals for taxation,
1t is not merely a matter of the amouni of
money the Treasurer is raising or proposing
to raise, but the methods of raising it will
llave an undoubted effect on trade. If the
Treasurer desires to tax a cerlain com-
modity why not tax it in such a way that
cvery person in the State will pay the same
amount of tax. Under the Treasarer’s taxa-
ation proposals that is not the position.
Every small storekeeper in the State will he
compelled to make out o monthly return
showing lis turnover for the month and pay
a tax v comwodities sold over his eounter
at a priee whieh represenis the metropoli-
tan price plus cost of railage.

Mr., Angwin: It will drive Lthe eountry
trade to Perth.

Mr. SCADDAN: Undoubtedly it will have
the effect the hon, member says. People
in the eountry instead of buying portion
only of their requirements in Perth will then
buy the whole of thun here. Tt will drive
the people from such places us Bridgetown
to Perth as they will be unable to live in the
country.

The Atterncy General: That is poesitively
stupid.

Mr. SCADDAN: Those are the methods
lreing cmiployed by the Treasurer for the
purpose of arresting the financial drift. IE
those taxes beeome law, which I do not
think is very likely, luxuries in such places
as Bridgetown will be prohibitive.

The Atterney General: Which one of the
taxes?

Mr. SCADDAN: Any one of them; but
as T have said the Treasuver is not likely
to get any of them passed. Is there any
reason why luxuries should be available fo
the publie in Perth bui unavailable to the
man living in the interior engaged in the
development of the industries of the State
anr enhaneing the value of the property of
the man living in the metropolis? Re-
ferring to the last financial year's
operations the Treasurer asserted that
the amount of the defieit was noi
correctlv stated, due to expenditure not
having been properly charged up to the
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finanvial year. That is, that I deliberately
refused or avoided to charge up all expen-
diture properly chargeable to the financial
year 1415-1G, and thereby produced a state-
ment which was not correct. The latier may
or may not be so. But I have a knowledge
that the only instructions issued by me as
Treasurer were ihat all expenditure should be
brought to account as far as practieabie and
all revenue alse. within the financial year,
A a matter of faet, I wani to say I know
there is on reeord divections issned while
a Libernl Government was in office that
small ecounlry storekeepers were not to sub-
mit accounts until after the close of the
fuaneial year. The only instruetion I ever
issucd was that so far as praetieable every
vear should stand by itself and that all ex-
penditure, as well as ail revenue, for the
vear should he brought to uceount. If the
Treasurer wanted to wet the true position
as at 30th June last, lie shonld not have ap-
pointed a committee for the purpose of ad-
vising -him gs to whai aceounts should
have been paid at 30(h June., but shounld
have asked that ecommittee to show him
the true position by also bringing to ae-
count all revenue, that is moneys earned but
not received until after the financial year
ltad closed. Let e take one ecase alone.
In conneetion with the State motorship
+Kunzaroo,”” all charges paid to the time
of her leaving Fremantle were debited
azainst the accounts for the financial vear
1915-16. The vessel arived at Brisbane he-
fore the end of that finaneial vear, vet every
penny of the receipts from the vovage have
been ercdited to the current finaneial year.

Fhe Attorney General: On the contrary,
vou had the money cabled ont from Lon-
dan.

Mr. SCADDAN: That is not correet.

The Attornev Ceneral: It is, T have here
the Treasurer’s statement to that effeel.

AMr, SCADDAXN: The bulk of the money
eame (o hand in the month of July.

The Attorney General: No; it came in in
June: you are bowled out over the ‘‘Kanga-
roo.’’

Mr. 8CADDAN: T am not. I repeat that
the position regarding the State Steamship
Service is that revenue has ¢come to account
this financial year which was earned in the
last finaneial year.



1148

The Attorney General: You do not know
anything about it; I have here the Treas-
urer’s statement.

Mr. SCADDAN: At any rate I wonld not
go to the hon. member to learn., He says
he has the Treasurer’s statement

The Attorney General: I am answering
for him; he makes the statement.

Mr, SCADDAN: And I also bave a state-
ment to make, that revenue taken ecredit
for this year was earned before the last
financial year closed. At the close of every
financial year there are certain amounts ont-
standing both on revenne and expenditure

aceounts, and every year the Auditor
General has introduced a  retorn
showing the revenue vreceived after
the close of the financial year which

should have been received previously and
also the expenditure charged against the
succeeding financial year. I ask hon. mem-
bers to turn up the Auditor General's re-
port now hefore the House and they will
find there a return showing figures such as
I have indicated. There is nolhing strange
about it. It is always done.

Mr. Gardiner: It is an ordinary business
practice.

Mr. SCADDAN: That 15 so; it s fol-
lowed in every business. If the Treasurer
desired to get the true position at the 30th
June fast, he should fairly have taken into
aecount outstandings of revenue due to de-
partments payment of which was deferred
owing fo the inability of the debtors of the
State o find the money. Let him submit
to the Board a request for a report on the
revenue outstanding at the 30th June last
which was dune and earnmed in the previous
vear particularly under the following
heads:—land renis due and overdue, interest
due by departments on money advanced for
different purposes, water rates, partienlarly
in agricultural areas, rates whieh have been
deferred, money earned by the State steam-
ers in the previous year and not included as
received, and then add to these the value of
services rendered to the Federal Govern-
ment and paid for out of revenne, services
rendered on account of the war for which
no payment has been received in the finan-
cial year, including services rendered by the
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Railway Iepartment and by the harbour
aunihorities to fransports. If we bring all
these things to account, instead of the
amount being £080,000 the Treasurer will
find that something like a quarter of a mil-
licn will have to be deducted, We camnot
get an exact adjustment on the closing of
the financinl year. I do not complain of the
I'veasurer ineluding all the expenditure he
can for the purpose of funding it, but what
I do ohject to is making the House believe
that he is providing on the estimates
of expenditure this year the £94,000.
He is providing it, it is true, but
he is deducting it too, so that it
is not affecting his position for this
financial year one penny hecause he is trans-
forring it to another measure. Why did he
not tell the public that? The Treasurer is
deducting it and including it in a Bill whieh
is before the Honse now, so that it is not
affeeting his finnnees this year a single penny.
The Treasurer made some reference to what
he considered was the outstanding feature
in regard to this method of financing. He
said that the Treasurer had taken into ac-
count the result of sales of North-West
cattle but did not charge up the eost of
them. I do not know why it was done; I
da not keep the hooks of the department.
The Treasurer has to rely upon his officials
and T have not the slightest idea why it was
not charged up. I Dbelieve, however, that
ihere was o reason for it. T lave not heard
the Treasurer laying a charge against any
official in the department, but even ihere,
azain, that has not affected the position of
the Treasurer a single penny hecause while
£26,000 is charged this year which should
have heen eharged last year against revenue,
he has received a net profit after paying all
charges, of £28,000. Thal statement was
made by the Colonial Secretary in another
place Lhe other eveninz. The Treasurer also
made a comparison between the revenue and
expenditure for the finanecial year 1915-16
and the revenue and expenditure for the year
1910-11 when the last Liberal Government
were in office. Just what he set ont to show
Y cannot understand, for surely he was not

- justified in making the following statement

in 1911 if he attempted to show the other
evening that the increase in revenue and ex-
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penditure was not justified. This is what
he said in 1911—

His Government during the past six
vears of iis career had had to face the
requiremenls of increased population, in-
crensed educational facilities, more police
proteetion, and greater hospital facilities,
nz well as an increased demand for inter-
est and sinking fund on the large expendi-
ture in connection with the public works
policy.

1£ that was correct in 1911, does it not ap-
ply more so to-day? It is a patural expec-
tation that we should have to provide for
sineh things as these, and in addition we in
Western Ausiralia have been faced with
iwu droughis of unexawpled severity and
the greatest war in history, and if we are
going fto refuse to receive any more money
and expend any more money the position
will bhecome seripus. If in 10 years’ fime
this State cannot show an increase in ifs
turnover in all direetions, revenne and ex-
penditure alike, I wili be sorry for the pro-
gress of the State. We shall be standing
still. 'What does the Treasurer intend to
imply by his statement?
The Attorney General:
million people by then.

We will have a

[3fr. Carpenter took the Chair.)

Mr. SCADDAN: T recognise that the
Treasurer tried fo draw comparisons by
taking the population statisties in 1911 and
in 1916, and by that means showing that
we increased our revenue per head of the
popuiation, and that we increased the ex-
penditure likewise. But there agein he was
not fair in his eomparison. I know that our
population has fallen during the last couple
of years. That was to be expected, and I
want to ask the Treasurer if he meant any-
thing at all, did he mean by his statement
that the people in Western Aunstralia have
heen suffering as ipdividuals because we in-
fiteted hardships npon them in the direction
of increased taxation or increased charges,
which were not in operation when his Gov-
ernment were in office, and that we ex-
pended money and frittered it away? Asa
matter of fact, our trade and commerce is
proof positive that when we left office we
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were makiug tremendous strides and devel-
oping our primary industries side by side,
and that our cilies and towns were advane-
ing. All that was due largely to the immi-
gration policy of the Labhour Government,
and yel our friends have announced their
intenlion of pursuing a vigorous immigra-
tion policy afler the war. I have not con-
sidered the details of that proposal but a
suguesiion which was made by Sir Walter
James at a dinner held at the 1"alace Hotel
the other evening, may be followed in this
connection. The question of bringing immi-
grants to this Slate is not a party ome. 1
ain salisfed thal everyone on this side, as
well as on the other side ol the House, is
desirons of seeing the population increased
and peopling our vast spaces and develop-
ing the industries,
Mr. A, A. Wilson: By all means.

Mr. BCADDAN: Therefore, it is essen-
tially one of those questions that might be
presentfed outside the fixed policy of the Gov-
ernment. 1t should be put upon the Table of
the Hause, rather than that it should be forced
through the Chamber, or earried out by an
administrative act, known to no one except
the Ministers themselves. A gquestion like
this should be submitted to members so that
their ideas might be expressed in the direec-
tion of materially assisting a poliey which
would certainly be for the advantage of the
State. I reeognise thal the question is pot
going to e a light and easy one; there will
te tremendoos difficulties in the way of
bringing people to this State.

Mr. Angwin: We shall be able to get
plenty of women and children.

Mr. SCADDAN: If there is one thing
that Ministers should tackle, it is this
question of Tecognising the importance of
problems sueh as this, and they should get
ready to solve them. It will be of no use
sitting down and waiting, as we Britishers
are unfortunately in the habit of doing, until
we strike trouble, and then wake up and do
something. We must prepare. The estab-
lishment of a pouliry farm for some, while
others are waiting for land will not solve the
problem. We want to retain all the men
who come back, and we must not do any-
thing which will make them discontented.
It must not be forgotien that there will be
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big competition with neufral nations in the
way of geliing population after the war,
and what we want to do is Lo see that British
blood goes to British eolonies.

Mr. S, Stubbs: Youn want to raise money,
too.

My, SCADDAN: There are too wany in
the community who imagine that what we
are doing lo-day will have to be paid for
in the fulure. That is wrong. We have not
made a single shell, or gun, whiech has not
been paid for. All we are doing is to call
upon those in the community who have the
capital to pub it out in a different direction.
We are asking thewm not to send it to foreign
couniries to invest it for the purpose of
winning the war, and if we have the right
to call upon theose in the community who
possess capital to put that capital into
the coffers of the State for the purpose of
maintaining our national existence, we have
the rght to demand that they shall put it
inlo the commeree of the State for the pur-
pose of developing the indusiries within our
own borders. The money is here. Do we
imagine that when we buy or sell something
that the person who receives the money
throws it inlto the sea? The money goes into
civeulation. Surely we ean organise to get
money for the purpose of developing our
indusiries. If we have to hold Anstralia as
a white Australig, if we are to hold it as
part of a British possession, we must people
the country, but we shall not people il by
sending wool to Germany just because we
may he able to get 2d. a Ib. more for it
there.

Mr. Gardiner; The allied nations will help
us with capital.

Mr. SCADDAN: There is all the money
available which we require for the purpose
of developing our industries, and we shall
not maintain our prestige if we do not fol-
low that course, We must prevent attempts
to send raw material away and make an
effort to prodoce a finished article from
the raw material which we have here.
We have not done this in the past
simple hecause we were Zfoolish enonsh
to imagine that we had no right
to eall upon the man with ecapital to nse it
in the hest interesls of the couniry in which
he lived . We must wake up to the necessity
for doing something as a pation and nol as
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individuals. It is nob to our advaptage 1o
grow wool und send it away; let us grow it
and convert it into the finished article within
our own borders, or at any rate within the
Empire and use it for the benefit of the
people of the Ewmpire.

Mr, Gardiner: If the legislaiors will not
wake up our citizens will.

Mr. SCADDAN: The problem which they
will have tv fage will make the legislators
wake up. Is il imagined (hat we can go
on from day lo day passing this kind of
legislation and that afrer the war things will
2o on in the usunl way? | venture lo say
that we will wake np when we hit our noses
against ihe wall. There are big problemns
io be faced. There is no room for a differ-
ence of opinion on ihe one greal question,
the building up in this part of the Empive
of a glorious heritage, peopled and main-
tained by a white race and developed as il
ought to be developed. 1 wish to touch
upon the boasted attitude of the Treasurer
in refusing to countinue to issue Treasury
hills for the purposes of meeting sinking
fund charges on revenue instend of making
direct payment from revenue to the sinking
fund truslees. The policy may be wise or
unwise. FEven if it were unwise, I still eon-
sider that to {ake money from this State to
distribute it in Londen is absurd at preseut.
If the Treasurer was net preparved to make
sinking fund payments by way of Treasury
hills, he ought in the interesis of the State
to have brooght down a measure suspending

sinking fund pavments at the present
juncture. For he still has to horrow
money to pay sinking fund charges.

¥ven on 1his very Budget he is going lo
horrow somewhere the amount of £260,000
which lie pays to the trustees in London for
the purpoze of buying back onr own slock.
What an absurdity! I ask the hon. gentle-
man to quote to me one single financial au-
thority of any note that has not deliberately
stated that in times of distress such as these
it is a positive absurdity to coniinue to make
contributions {o sinking fund.

AMr. Collier: Tt is mad finance.

Me, SCANDAN: As n matter of fact, it is
worse than mad when one has fo borrow
money at 6 per cent. to do . Of course,
one might possibly buy one’s own stock at
so much below par as to reesive the equiv-
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alent of 6 per cent. DBut what advantage
is there in laking money out of ithe Slate
to put it inio the pockets of bond holders
in Leondon who are not entitled to repay-
ment for many years to come? T venture to
say that everywhere sinkine fund legislation
has heen repealed. or e¢lse suspended for Llie
period of the war. I do not think our stock-
holders would for a moment objest to the
suspension of sinking fund payments for
the period of the war and twelve months
thereafter.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter): Why did not you propose it?

Mr. SCADDAN: I did propose it, and my
aclion almost ecaused a scene in this House.
There was even talk about repudiation, But
what sort of lusiness methods are ihey
which lead the Treasurer to continue to bor-
tow for the reduction of loans¥ Surely that
15 not a method to he pursued at the present
time. If the Treasurer is not prepared to
retain the sinking fund money in ihis State,
then, T ask, is the present Treasurer going
to the I’rime Minister to say to him, “l
want vou to raise me a nuarter of a million
to huy back Western Aunstralian bonds in
Londor #? T have considered this matter
pretty earelully, and I recognise that under
exisiing conditions there is extreme diffienlty
tn raising the money required to earry on
public works and private industry.

Mr. Gardiner: Do we not hold a consider-
able amount of our own stock?

Mr. SCADDAN: Yes. In the first in-
stance T submitted to the trustees a proposal
that, instead of sinking fund payments be-
ing made, the stock which the trustees hold
shonld be cancelled to an equivalent extent.
They deelined my proposal, and then I sug-
gested ithis very method of issuing Treasury
bills. We are now lifting bonds much be-
fore the time when the holders can demana
that the bonds shall be lifted. In times like
these such a procedure is folly. Or per-
haps it is a matter of party polities with
the present Treasurer. becaunse he opposed
a move T made in the interests of the State.
e will take his own eourse, even if it means
ruining the credit of the country. The
Treacurer’s action means the sending
away apnually of £260,000 of good
Western Australian money to London
to be circulated amongst bond helders
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Uniled who cannot
demand payment for many years to come.
In concluding, the Treasurer said that his

predecessors were responsible for the posi-
tion as he found it. He said, “The position
i5 pot of my own making” But, as 1 have
already explained, so far as this Budget is
concerned the position is of the Treasurer’s
making. 1f le is not responsible for the
Budget, why dees he produce it? YWhy does
he not say, “There is the Budget prepured
by my predecessors, for which 1 am not
responsible; take it or leave it; T am going
to earry on as my predecessors declare I
should earry on”? The hon. gentleman
knows very well that when on Lhis side of
the House he announced a policy which as
Treasurer of the State he must keep faith
with. I believe the member for Irwin (Mr.
Gardiner) knows something about a resolu-
licn carried at a cerfain conference, and
about a bargain that the lead of the present
Government should carry out as Premier the
policy ke announced when in Opposition.
After n certanin hargain hadl been made,
certain members said, “We insist that when
in office you carry out your poliey as you
outlined it when in Opposition.” The hon.
gentlemann, of course, 13 trying to do that;
but he cannot do it. e cannot do it by
applying business methods, a monopoly of
whigh is claimed by our friends opposite.
The Couniry party insist that he must apply
his poliey, but his poliey is simply one of
drift, drift, drift. After all the talk about
squandering, the Treasurer brings down a
Budget differing from previous’ Budeets
only as rerards increased expenditure.
There is increased squandering, and, side by
side with that, we find taxation proposals
for raising. a ‘guarfer of a million ad-
ditional money from the people, over
and ahove Lhe amount which the Treas
surer is extracting from them by increased
charges for services rendered. And yet this
is the heaven-born financier! This is the
business man. the only man who can lift
Western Australia out of financial chaos!
This is the head of the party commanding
so large a measure of the publie confidence
that they hold only 17 seats in a House of
501 The occupants of the Treasury benches,
I say, instead of helping and benefiting the

in  ihe Kingdom
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Stale are going to bring about chaos and
difliculty, and instead of pointing to disloca-
tion of trade and commerce due to the war
they will presently be pointing to disloca-
tion <dune to their financial policy, due to
their want of business methods. Even al
this hour I urge the Treasurer to view the
finances of the State from an entively dif-
terent standpoint. The necessary funds to
carry on the affairs of the State must be ob-
tained, and I will help him fto get them. We
cannot continue lo furnish services to the
public unless the public pay for them. If
the public do not pay for them, there must
he a shortage on revenue acecount. We must
raise additional revenue, but I do ask the
Treasurer to counsider the proposition of
raising revenue from those of the community
who are least feeling the effects of the pre-
gent lryving conditions.

Mr., Collier: In all these taxation propos-
als, practically, the wealthy go scot free.

My, SCADDAN: I daresay that cvery
member of the community has felt some of
the effects of the war and the drought.

My, Foley: The wool kings are making
more money than ever.

Mr. SCADDAX: I am not sure of thal,
but I do know there are drapers in Perth
who are making larger profits than before
the war. I lhave never yet denied the righi
of the Treasurer, under existing conditions,
to call upon everyone fo render tribute fo
the State, and, throngh the State, tribute to
those men who are conserving the privileges
we all enjoy; but [ say that everyone should
render (ribute according to the value of the
services Jie 15 receiving. To ask a little {rader
to lead a petty commodity he sells over the
counter with all serts of charges and pass
those charges on to the small eustomer is
utferly wrong. Again, fo ask a man living
in  Meekatharra to confribute 15s. addi-
tional raitway revenue, while a man living in
Armadale pays an addifional ls., is also
utterly wrong.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter): You did exactly the same.

My, SCADDAN: That is not so. The
Honorary Minister does not yet appreciate
the difference between the incressed railway
charges imposed by the previous Governwent
and thosc imposed hy his Government. In
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eonneetion with the increases 1 made, a de-
putation waited on me at Kalgoorlie, com-
prising those most strongly opposed to the
inerease. Here | may mention that the pre-
sent Government have put on their increases
withgut first taking off these we made. 1
said to the deputation, “If we increase the
charges in the short zone by 20 per ceni..
ungd in the next zone by 15 per cent., and then
in the next zone hy 10 per cent., and in the
{ong distance zone by 5 per cent., would yon
consider that a fair method of increase?”
A member of the deputation replied, “Yes;
J wonld not have eomplained had you done
that.” He was slavtled when I fold him that
that was exactiy what the Seaddan Govern-
ment had done. OQur friends oppo-
sife, however, cannot see that an all ronnd
inerease of 10 per cent., means an exiremely
lieavy tax on & man sending goods over a
long distance. There is no equality of saeri-
fice as between that man and another man
sending goods over a short distance. Again,
to come along with a tiddly-winking measure
to provide for the repatriation of soldiers
is utterly absurd. 1Is the citizen who visits
a pictnre show or a football maieh or a race-
meeting the only class of citizen who obtains
protection from the men in the trenches in
Franee? Kvery citizen of the community,
whether he is o man working for 9s. a day
or a man receiving an income of £9,000 a
year, is recciving protection. Therefore the
cost of the repatriation of our soldiers must
he eharged up against every member of ibe
communily according to the value of the

service reeeived. T again urge that the
question of fnancing ihe State under
existing conditions is one of which L

approciate the difficallies.  The Treasurer
has my sympathy, but T only wish (o heaven
that fhe hon. gentleman may learn the lesson
that the finanees of the State are a malter
which affects him not only when he is on the
Treasury henches but also when he is in
Opposition. 1 hope he will learn that as a
member of Parliament he is a director for
the preople, and that it is his dutyv above all
io consider the eredit of Lhe State first, and
not (o consider first his parly inlerests,

Sitting suspended from .15 te ?7.30 p.m.

[Mr. Holman resumed the Chair.]
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Mr. WILLMOTT (Nelson) {7.32}: To
my mind the statement made by ibhe Treas-
urer is positively alarming. A deficib of
one aud a half millions and a declining rev-
enue! People should pause and consider
what this really means. Surely the faet that
we owe £110 per head should at least eause
a feeling of uneastness in the breast of every
man who realises that he has that hanging
over his head. A deficit of nearly half a
million for the vear! Under these cireum-
stances 1 ask, what can be done? 1If the
leader of the Opposition, the ex-Treasurer,
was genuing—and T have no reason to doubt
his sincerity—when he said 1o-night that he
was prepared to put the inances of the State
above party polilics, to put the State first
and the party next, then I see no reasen why
the services of that gentleman should not be
utilised. We have bere at my right hand an
ex-Treasurer. Why should not the Treas-
urer and those two ex-Treasurers work to-
eether for the benefit of the State, and let
party politiecs come second? Comparisons
were drawn by the Treasurer befween the
vears 1910-11 and 1915-16. Personally T do
not lake very much notice of Lhe compari-
son. Those of us who were interested in
business undertakings in 1910-11 know that
we were then in a very different financial
posilion from what we are to-day; and for
that reasen, considering the difference in the
times as belwgen the two years under re-
view, 1 cannot give mueh heed to the com-
parisons drawn. But I have to take notice
of ihe fact that a halt musi be ecalled.
Economy has to be practised. The financial
position must be met hy fresh taxation. I
take it we are all agreed upon that, and X
again say ihat the brains of those two gen-
tlemen among us who have made finance a
specialty should be utilised at a time like
this for the benefit of the State.

Mr. Walker: Do you mean join them to
the Cabinet?

AMr. WILLMOTT: I mean pub finance
heyond the ecavillings of parties.

Mr. Walker: By eonsultation?

Mr. WILLMOTT: Yes, let them consnlt.

Mr. Walker: They ean always do that.

Mr. WILLMOTT: But it has never been
done yet, although that is no reason why it
should not be done now. The State would

[42]
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benefit materially. If we are to have fresh
taxation, surely we should also have rigid
economy. Where and how is this to be prac-
ized?

Mz, Collier:
Estimates,

Mr. WILLMOTT: In the economical ad-
ministralion of our various departments.
Surely this is where one would expect to
find the pruning knife skilfully used and
cconomy applied. But no, in the gencral
summary of expenditure we find inereases
under neariy every head; some small, cer-
tainly, but others comparatively large. To
me it seems astounding. Burely these de-
parfments arc not doing the same volume
of business now as before the war. When
the population was inereasing, when people
were rolling into the State, and public works
were booming, a large staff was required to
cope with the work; but now, with a meagre
list of works, I find that the Public Works
adminigtrative expenditure is to he inereased
by £23,300.

Mr. Walker: Aand that, after stopping
the Esperance railway,

Mr. WILTMOTT: Again, there is nothing
doinz at present in regard to land settle-
ment, yet the departmental estimate is only
BOT7 less than last year. 1 want to know
how tlle time of these men is employed.
What do they do? It strikes me that either
the eivil service has been grossly overworked
in the past or that it is over-staffed at pre-
sent. If the latter be the case the people
are {o he tazed te maintain a certain section
of the community in positions carrying sal-
aries, and I doubt if there is at present
sullicient work to keep them profifably em-
ployed.  Take some of the big firms we
have in the State. Do we find them e¢on-
ducting their affairs on those lines? When
the volume of business deereases the staffs
are cat down, hands are dispensed with, and
the salaries of the staff that remain are also
reduced.  When orders were coming in
freely the business was run as a business
should be run, An efficient staff was kept
up and that staff was paid for their brains;
but now, when orders have decreased, we
find that those hig firms have all acted in
the same way, have dealt drastically with
their staffs. Why?  Beecause it is oniy

It is not disclosed in the
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business 50 to do. If we do nof condnet
business in businesslike fashion, we shall
soon be in baokrupiey. I ask, why has not
this course been adopted in regard to our
public departments? TWhat I am going to
gay will probably bring at me epithets from
both sides: I am afraid votes have some-

thing to do with the question of retrench-
ment.

Mr. Collier: You are on the right track
now.

My, WILLMOTT: I am of opinion that
no aderuate steps will be taken to place our
public departments on a proper economical
fooling until the interests of the State are
put before the interests of party and of
votes.

AMr. Collier: There is a solemn courl sit-
ting now with a view fo the retrenchment of
certuin officers.

Mr. WILIALOTT : If it is going to cost
as muoch in proportion to deal with all that
could be retrenched on the score of there he-
ing insufficient work for themw, it would prob-
ably be as profitable to confinue to pay their
salaries. Seriously, if lhese men are not
profitably employed steps should be taken
te have the departments economieally admin-
istered. The Railway Department, { notice,
shows a loss of £48,000 and (he Commis-
sioner in his report prophesies a further
loss of £56,000 on the reduction of freights
on manures and the abolition of terminal
charges. Surely it has not been taken into
consideration by the Commissioner that the
extra production to be secnred as a result of
the rednction of the freights on manures
will give him an extra haulage which will
far more lhan compensate for the few
pounds which he prophesies will be lost in
the eartage of manures,

Mr. Seaddan: ¥ollow that out fo iis
logieal eonelusion, and where do you come
fo?

Mr, WILLMOTYL: The hon. member has
contended that the inereased freights on
other commodilies used by the farmers mean
that what the farmers have received on the
one hand they have been called upon to pay
away in inereased freights on the other. He
is really getling nothing. T am laying ihe
true facts of the case before the House. We
have heard repeatedly that the farmer lhas
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gol everything given to him. The farmer
has 1o pay for everylhing that is loaned to
him. He has never been given anything,

Alv. Bolten: He could not get it from
the nssoctated banks, all the same.

Alrv. WILLMOTT: In normal times the
haulage of timber and wheat would have
luried the loss of this year into a snb-
stantinl profit, Now we find that theve are
some milliens of bushels of wheat still in
the conntry to be hanled. 'The loss is only for
the time being and we will have the benefit
ot the.haulage next year. What does it
matter who gets it, so long as the State gets
the benefit? T stated that we should put the
finances of the State above party politics, The
leader of the Opposition said so bhefore the
tea adjournment and I support him there. I
notice that the trams show o profit of £9,233.
I notice also that no less a s than £75,000
is estimated to be the amount required to
put the system intoe anything like repair.

Mr, Scaddan: That is eapital.

My, WILLAMOTY: In addition to that,
another £10,000 is requived for cars. If this
expenditure is o eome out of our pockets I
say we had betler hand the trams over to
thie municipal authorities and allow them to
run them, even if the sum of £100,000,
whiel the Commissioner says has to he
found almost immediately, has to be spent
in order to put the service into proper order.
Somne of the State trading concerns do not
show up well. For instance, let me take the
State hotels. They show a poor profit indeed.
Yet one hears some people talking about the
limge profits that are made in this traffie,
and one would imagine that the profits re-
alised by the State hofels wauld be some-
thing substantial.

Mr. Foley: So long as they keep them
out of the farming areas they are right.

My, WILLMOTT: The State Steamship
Serviee shows a profif, but so far as the
sfeamers running in the North-West are
concerned, they practically take the place
of the railways in the South-West. There-
fore, they are at the present time, at any
rate, on & different footing to the other
trading concerns, They are transports.

AMr. Foley: Were they not always on the
same footing?

Mr. WILLMOTT : These various coneerns,
if they arve to be cantinued, must be put on
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a business fooling and run as business en-
terprises should be run. The member for
North-East Fremantle (Mr. Angwin) has
frequently said the same thing.

Mr, Taylor:  That means
charges.

Mr. WILLMOTT : It we are agreed upen
that peoint the sooner they arve put on this
Looting and given a certain definite eapital
and a working overdraft, the better.

Mr. Angwin: Would you allow them to
get their material fo the best advantage?

Mr, WILLMOTT:  There are occasions
when it is necessary for the State to step
in. 1 remember many vears age oun the
Esperance road, between Esperapce and
Dundas, that ihere was a number of private
condensers and Lhe owners of these eon-
denscrs charged the people exorbitant sums
for the water. The State very properly
stepped in and instructed the Coolgardie
Water Supply to erect condensers on that
road. These were erected and the price of
water was brought dewn by two-thirds.
The Stale condensers never paid, becanse
the owners of the private condensers took
eare to keep their water rates slightly below
the rate charged upon the Government con-
densers. In that case the public got the
benefit. They were paying 1s. a gallon be-
fore the Government condensers were
started, and 2'4d. a gallon afterwards. The
interests of the individuals using that track
were safeguarded. YWe policed the track
by these condensers and no one exeept the
owners of the privafe condensers eould have
any ohjection.

Mr. Seaddan: Is that not the same with
the bricks that you are paying 10s. a thous-
and more for than vou ean produce them
at?

Mr. WILLMOTT: I am glad to see an
increase in the value of the wool exported,
namely, £127,300. I nofice that there are
18Y4 million bushels of wheat as against
214 millions of the previous year. We have
something to be thankful for, after all.

Mr, Bolton: They ean afford to tax them.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Why tax the men who
have had one good season after suffering
from four or five bad ones? Give these
people a chance to make up the leeway.

Mr, Scaddan: What about the man who
has had all bad seasons?

inereased
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Me. WILLMOQTT: Timber shows a con-
siderable reduction, being about one-third
of the amount exported in 1913-14. There
must, T think, be an enormous demaand for
onr hard woods at a later date and this in-
dustry should then be in a flourishing con-
dition. I doubt very much if hon. members
who are not directly in touch with the timber
industry have any idea how this industry
affecis our lowns and ports in the South-
West.

Mr. Taylor: And the ruilways.

Mr. WILLMOTT: And the railways, of
ecourse.  When the t(imber industry is at a
standstill, as it practieally is now, we suffer.
Everyone suffers, the business men as well.

Mr. O'Loghlen;: And the people flock to
the lowns.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Yes, and unforlunalely
the people tlock to the lowns. Anything
that ean be done te keep that industry going
should he done and it behoves as to see that
everylthing is done to preserve the forests
in the future, so that the State may continue
lo derive a substaniial benefit from them
for all time. This is only possible with very
earefnl adminigtration and I am exceed-
ingly pleased that a thoroughly competent
and well trained man has been placed in
charge of our forests. Now we want lo
see that the whele of the revenue derived
by our Forestry Depariment is not eollared
by the Treasury, Let, at lesst, a portion of
that revenue he put back for the henefit of
the foresta.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Will they agree to that?

Mr. WILLMOTT: We must make them
agree to it.  The fruil industry is beginning
to assume an important posilion in our ex-
port trade, and with greater facilities to
enable the growers to get Lheir produce to
overseas markets it should make great
strides.

Mr. Scaddan: There would not be any-
thing wrong in giving them a chance to put
their fruit on the local markeis.

Mr. WILLMOTT: The loeal markets are
well supplied, but unfortunately the grower
does not get anything like a proportionate
amount of the sum charged to the eonsumer.
We are gradually succeeding in bringing the
consumer into closer touch with the produeer
and, in my opinion, and that of the fruit-
growers, this is most desirable. T think it
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is a moderate estimate to say that the year
after npext, will normal seasons, we should
be exporting half a million cases of fruit.
I am pleased to see that space for 190,000
vases has been promised. 1f growers are
wise they will use every endeavour to utilise
that space. In ihe pasl growers have suf-
tered by having their froit shut out at the
last moment and theiv goods sacrificed in the
focal marlet.

Mr. Seaddan: Sometimes they wonld not
tuke the space when it was available for
them. . .
Mr. WILLMOTT: Frequently the space
has been offered to us at too late a date.

Mr. Scaddan: On one oceasion we secured
space for them and they would not take it.
We secured it ab their own requesl,

Mre, WILLMOTT: 1t is hmpossible for
the orchardist months ahead to say what
-spaee he will require.

Mr. Seaddan: It was not a queslion of
that but a question of their going elze-
where.

Alr. WILLMOTT: And they got their
space?

Ar. Seaddan: Yes.

Me. WILLMOTT:
cheaper.

Mr, Seaddan: We got it for them at their
own reruest and under their own arrange-
menls,

My, WILLMOTT : It is a matter for argu-
ment. It is a matter T have argued out wiih
Mr. Moody and the manager of ibe Asso-
ciated. Fruitgrowers. who both have their
own tale to tell.

AMr. Foley: How abont getiing your own
ships for your own wheat this vear, if it is
a problem?

Mr. WILLMOTT : It is an excelleni idea.
Tf the hon. member likes to make me an
offer for the wheat 1 will submit it fo the
Premier as a representative of the growers.

Mr. Foley: Your exeentive would not al-
low you.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Tf the expected influx
of population takes place at the conelusion
of the war, it will be of great benefit to the
country. The member for North-East Fre-
mantle is very pessimistie, T notice.

Mr. Angwin: [ say yon will get plenty
of women and children.

They perhaps got it
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Mr. WILLMOTT: Let us get women and
children ag well as men. 1f we have tius
influx of population the Lands Department
will have a very busy time and we wiust
take steps, ag the leader of the Opposition
zaid, and 1 have no doubt we have already
taken them, to cope wilh this influx. We
must do all we can to induce people to
come here. We must not forget that Canada
15 very much closer to England than we are.
To many pecple even South Africa seems
to have greater attractions than Ausiralia.
To my way of thinking, however, there is
no comparison befween the two eountries.
When we compare the climate of Australia
—and one must be bard to please if one
cannal get a climate to suit one in Australia
—arith the climate of Canada and Soath
Africa, then 1 ¢uestion anyone choosing
either of those countries in preference to
this obe.

Mr. Collier: They are mueh eloser o the
big centres of population of the old world
than we are.

Mr, WILLMOTT: That is so If we are
going to have this influx of population we
lave the eouniry npon which to settle . 1
hope that these expeetations will be realised
and {hat the producing populalion in our
South-West distriet will enormously increase
the prosperity of the State. Not a popula-
tion in our towns, hut a population on the
land itzelf produeing something. With snch
a population in our South-West, we could
produce dairy produee at least sufficient for
ourselves, That would mean that we wonld
he saving a million per annum which at
present goes elsewhere: TE iz largely to the
Sonth-Western portion of this State that
we wust look for the future prosperities of
Western Australia. .

Mr, Foley: It is a long while coming.

Mr. WILLMOTT: That is because, unfor-
tunately, the South-Western portion of this
State has not had safficient ¢nconragement,
has never had a fair deal.

Mr. Foley: It had a fairer deal from the
T.abour Government than from any other
Government.

Mr. WILLMOTT: That may be so, but
we want an even fairer deal. We should
make every effort 1o bring the South-Wast
into full production. People unacquainted
with that part of the State have no idea of
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the land we have there upon which we conld
place the people.

My, Scaddan: Thal is not the point.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Thai certainly is the
point. YWe have the land and we have the
water. .

Mr. Scaddan: But you lave not the land
ready; that is the point.

Mr. WILLMOTT : We should gel tie land
ready if we tackle ihe question in a proper
way.

Mr. Secaddan: Yes, if we spend moncy
there. .

Mr. WILLMOTT: Quile so; we must
spend money, but I maintain that it would
be money well spent. 1t would be bhetter

spent in the South-West than in the
drier portions of the Taslern Dis-
triets. [ do not condemn the East-
ern  Distriets; no oue who goes inlv

those districls to-day and sees the waving
erops could condemn those, Eastern Dis-
iricts. But we should put the bulk of our
populalion into that part of the State which
does not suffer from dronghis, and in which
ihe people are always able to produce, and
that is the position in the South-West pro-
vinee. Unfortunately, in the past we have
placed all our eggs in one baskel———

Mz, Secaddan: That counld not he helped
during the past five years.

Mr. WILLMOTT: And the result has
not been in the bhest interests of Western
Ansiralia. T say that for the time being at
least we should concentrate our energies on
{he sgnestion of the development of the
South-West. T£ we do that, T see no need
for fear of the future of Western Australia.
As the leader of the Opposition knows, in
the South-Western porfion of the State
settlers could be put on small holdings and
could make a living on them, which means
that we could place a large population on a
small area, Look at the saving that wonld
mean even in raillway communicalion alone
and in every other way. Let me now utter
just one word of warning. We have a
wonderful country in the South-West, ex-
tending from Bunbury right down to Al-
hany, but unfortunately at the present time
some of this country in not connected with
our railwav svstem. 1 would not advocate
plaeing a single man on any of that country
which has not railway facilities.
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Mr. Scaddan: How about the land along-
side the existing lines down there which
needs development?

Mr. WILLMOTT: 1 agree, and I have
voiced the opinion already in this House
ibat those people who hold large estafes,
or even small estates, and keep them ip an
unproductive condition, shonld be made to
pay for the privilege of holding the land.

Mr. Carpenter: Your Government will
not do that.

Mr. WILLMOTT: My Government will.
I say that when my Government is in charge
of affairs of the State we will do so.

M. Scaddan: But we cannot wait unlil
then.

Mr. THOMAS (Bunbury) [8.3]: 1 find it
diMeuli to address myself to this Committee
in the way I should like on account of tha
very extraordinary manner in which the un-
fair proposals have been placed before the
Commiitee by the Treasurer.  Seeing the dif-
ference between the two parties, it would seem
we must realise there wounld be some little
difference in lhe methods of taxation of the
two parties; but it seems to me that not only
is {he Treasurer lacking qualities of mind in
bringing down such a proposal, hut that he
must also be lacking in qualities of the heart
when he finds himself able to prepare pro-
posals which will weigh so heavily on that
section of the eommunity least able to hear
it, and bear so lighlly on those whose ordi-
nary cirenmsiances and present pogition
make them well able to bear the burden.

Opposition Member: He has to do as he
is lold.

Mr. THOMAS: It is often stated that the
oceasion brings forth the man; and in the
stress of great cireumsiances on important
oceasions 1t somelimes happens thal a man
of ordinary mediocre abilily rises to a high
level of stalesmanship. TL might almost be
said that the eyes of the people of Wesiern
Ausiraha were fixed figuratively speaking, on
the Treasurer. From him was expected
something great in this great erisis in the
affairs of our State. The people looked to
him for some constructive statesmanship, to
lay before the Parliament of Western Aus-
tralia such proposals as would give the
people courage, wounld hearten them and
cause them to realise ai the same fime that
whereas there were difficulties ahead and
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great burdens to carry, at least the Treasurer
of Western Ausiralia was a man who eonld
forget the petty party lines dividing poli-
ticians, and would place on the statute book
taxalion which was fair, just, and equitable
to all. But what do we find? We find that
every paltry, pifling, petty, miserable little
trickling stream of taxation is being tapped.

Mr. Bolton: That is a good string.

Mr. THOMAS: Perhaps 1 may have
overdone it on this oceasion. Bul it does
strike me that it is petty slatesmanship Lo
resorl to all these petty methods when by a
fair conslructive policy, taxation proposals
eonld have been put forward that would in
one mensure have provided the revenue
which is so sorely needed at the present time
by the State. Adam Smith, who wrote
“Wealth of Nations,” and who has sinee
come to be accepted as an authority, laid
it down as the first principle that the amount
paid by any individual by way of taxation
to the State should be proporlionate to the
advanlages he received from the State. I
would like to ask whether in these taxation
proposals there is anything akin to the prin-
ciple lnid down by Adam Smith. Can it be
considered that there is anything akin to
that in a proposal to tax to the amount
of 1d. here and id. there people attending
3d. or 6d. picture shows, in placing a tax of
1d. on 2 box of matehes sold over the coun-
ter?

Mr. Nairn: Your own Labour Govern-
ment proposed to {ax amusements.

Mr. THOMAS: They proposed that at a
time when the conditions were different. Tt
must be remembered that the Government in
plactng a tax on those amusements is also
placing taxation on the {rader and as well
as other Laxcs on the people whieh I propose
to deal with later.

Mr. Seaddan: The Labour Government
introduced it tozelher with an income tax.

Mr. THOMAS: Tbhat is so, with a re-
spectable income fax. What do we find
now? That the Government have increased
the amount of income tax upon the poorer
section of the community by 50 per cent.,
but they have increased the income tax on
the man owning £5,000 a year and over by
15 per cent. only. What a magnificen{ act
of justice at a time when it must be realised
that the hig business firms and irading con-
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eerns generally are in many instances mak-
ing bigger profits than at any time in the
Iistory of Western Australia, But this Gov-
ernment coilld not forget parvly prejudice,
could not forget ils hitterness towards the
people who send Lahour members to Parlia-
ment.

Member: Rubbish.

Mr. THOMAS: 1 say it fearlessly. 1
say 1his is political vindictiveness carried to
a point which if shonld never veach in this
State. At a recent banguet which 1 had the
honour and pleasure of attinding we heard
the statement made thai party polities should
he sunk and thal we should stand as one
man and do our hest to ensure the prosperity
of Western Australia. I heard the chairman
at 1hat banquet say that a fair deal should
be given to the toiling masses, and 1 honour
him for the sentiment. The leader of the
Government, who was present, re-echoed
those remarks and applavded what had been
said, .

Mr. Bolton: His longue was in his cheek.

Mr. THOMAS: Yes, his tongne was in
his cheek. He was sneeving at the want and
the sufferings of the people. Coming away
from there what has he done? He has in-
creased the laxation on the man almost on
the slarvation line by 50 per cent. and in-
creased the taxaiion on the wealthy, pros-
perous citizen by 15 per eent. only, Can that
by any streteh of imagination be called fair,
jusi or even honourable, or indicative of
statesinanship? Js it an aclion that the
Tiberal party have any reason to he pround
of? Not only are they placing an increased
income tax upon the poorer people least
able to carry if, but all the minov taxes such
as amusements and retail taxes generally are
going to fall on the same section of the com-
munity. PFurther than that, by their wan-
ton, wilful carelessness they allowed to be
strnek off the slatule hook an Aet which
formerly operated here, providing for a fair
control of the price of foodstufis during war
time. In what interest thal action was taien
I am at a loss to know, if it was not for the
deliberate henelit of their wealthy friends.
If it was not done in that interest, in what
inferest wag il thal we shounld place the toiling
masses of the people at the merey of rings,
comhines and traders banded together for
the purpose of robbing the poor of the little
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they have? Surely the diclates of common
sense and ordinary kindness of heart should
have induced (he Government lo take sieps,
irrespeetive  of the wealihy fraders orv
wealthy citizens, irrespective of what might
happen to them to reinstate ihat Aet on the
statute book, so that every reasonable pos-
sible effort should be made to prevent a rise
in the cost of living to the poorer cilizens of
our Stale. We are going through a time
ol stress and irouble; we are going through
the greatest diffienltics this country has ever
known, or is ever likely to know, and if we
cannot rise above party differences on this
occasion—-—

N Mardwick: Why do you not try?

Mr. TTIOMAS: Ain I not trying?

Mr, Hardwick : You arc making an appeal
to your eleclors.

My, THOMAS: In what way? I am con-
cerned about the welfare of Western Austra-
lia, and I cannot understand what object the
leader of the Government ean have in his
proposal other than either the complete in-
fatuation for his friends in high places and
the complele disregard for the welfare of the
people, or a desive fo run his party on the
rocks., T think those are the only reasons 1
can conceive of, hecause he surely can never
anticipale that the people of Western Ans-
tralia will tolerate the infliction of such an
injustice as has hbeen proposed in the Budget
speech whielh we heard early in the week. 1
have never heard, and T have never read any-
thing to approach within miles of the pro-
posals recently laid hefore this House. I
think that the greatest possible considera-
tion should he given at this time to the people
who are in receint of small salaries or small
wages, and who have large families. 1
raise no ohjection whatever to taxation in
Western Australia.

Alr. Nairn: What do vou call small sal-
aries?

Mr, THOMAS: Anything up fo £300.
The income tax has heen increased from -d.
to 6., or 30 per cent.

Mr. Nairn: What would it he, not more
than Gd. a week? -

Alr. THOMAS: Ti will amount to con-
stiderably more {lan 1s. per week. Faney at
ihe present lime, with the cost of living as
hizh as it is, asking men eaming less fhan
£2 a week to contribute to an income fax in
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Weslern Australia. What has a man left
after he bas paid for his cigarettes and even
his ool drinks? That should appeal to the
member for Katanning.

Mr. Thomson: You are an authority on
temperance.

Mr, THOMAS: I bow io the hon. mem-
her's superior knowledge on that guéstion.
Faney placing taxation on an individual re-
ceiving less than £2 a week, especially after
learing the gloomy view which was ex-
rounded by the Treasurer. What solicitude
lie has displayed towards the wealthy eiti-
zens of the State? What an absurd and
ridieulous and even contemptuous tax to
}-lace upon a man in a high position!
Would it have been unfair to increase the
tax of the man earning over £1,000 a year
{o, say, 2s. in the pound? Is it not befter
that the man in receipt of £1,000 a
yvear should pay 2s. in the pound and that
the man drawing £150 a year or less should
not pay anything?

Yr, Thomson: Why did not your parly
try to do ii?

My, THOMAS: The hon. member has a
very bad memory or he does not study the
proposals that come before the House. The
taxation proposals which were introduced by
the present leader of the Opposition, ealled
the war emergeney tax, while they had some
litile faults which might have heen remedied,
were, in my opinion, as -fair as any that
could bhe introduced anywhere, ‘The time
wiIJ‘ come, and. at no distant date either,
when Weslern Australia will realise that on
the shoulders of the man who is hest able to
hear it the burden of taxation must be
placed. 'What nonsense to start talking of
taking something from ithe man earning £2
a week. Is it believed that we ean hoodwink
the peorle of Western Australia all the time?
D we think ihat commonsense people will
calmly sit down and contemplate such things
a< these? Further than that, the drift of the
poliey of the party in power is still towards
ceniralisation. The further a man lives
{from the centre of population in Western
Australia, ithe further he gets away to trv
and develop the country, the more he is
penalised.  What a travesty on justice!
What a fearfu] misuse of pewer, and what
lack of foresight and commonsense! What
a glaring injustice!



1160

Mr. Scaddan: Can you blame these people
for flocking into the towns?

Mr. THOMAS: How ean we blame them
when they have such enormous railway
treights o pay. Why do we not ask the city
of Perth, which is more prosperous than
ever, to take up a fair share of the burden
instead of placing it on ihose people in the
outhack areas, who are fighting to make
the best of their lot in this country? When-
ever are we going to reach the turn of the
tide? If we continue this policy of centra-
lisation what inducements shall we offer to
men to blaze the track? We are doing abso-
lately nothing whatever. I know that poli-
tical parties all over Australia prate about
what ought to be done and what faecilities
should be given to induce people to go out
into the vaeant spaces, but are we not mak-
ing it more difficnlt every year for people Lo
go out back by asking them to ecarry a
heavier share of the burden? We heard a
zreat deal prior to the advent of the present
Government to office about the business
acumen of the Liberal party. We heard a
blatant discussion about the marvellous
things they wounld do; how they would lift
the burden from the shoulders of the people
if once they avere allowed to gel back to the
Treasury beneh.

Mr. Underwood: They ‘had husiness acu-
men enough to get there.

Alr, THOMAS: I should say it was blull
and  bumbug  and deceplion of the pegple
thai got them back to the Treasury heneh,
Lecanse they have not adhered to the pro-
mises they made. 1 am inelined (o think
they never will keep those promises, be-
cause behind them stands the great, power-
ful Press of Western Ausiralia, which will
make every efforl to hide their fanlts and
extol o the housetops the very few virtues
they have. I agree in some measure wilh the
member for Nelson (M1, Willmott) when he
made his complaint thal enough was net
being done to practise economy in the vari-
ous Covernment departinenls in  Western
Australin, It has always heen a contention
of mine, not that T find mueh fault with any
individual man in the Government serviee.
(hai the whole system under which they aro
paid and confrolled and ~worked is wrone.
We are working the service now under prac-
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(ically the same conditions which prevailed
20 years ago. It is not my fanlt and 1 do
not know that it' is the fault of any indi-
vidual, because the task of re-adjusting the
Government service should be undertaken
with a view of placing all the depariments
upon a scientific business basis, and it 15 a
task which should occupy the attention of a
highly trained business commission for some
years. In America they have a system of
applying to their gigantic business concerns
what they call scientific measures. We find
individuals applying the highest trainad
setenfific intelligence to big business con-
cerns, and they place them then upon the
most economical basis that it is humanly
possible to do. Every fraclion of waste,
every moment of time that is ill-applied,
everything that is wasteful to the construc-
tion of their projeets is climinated, until we
find in the manufacture, say for instance, -
of the Ford motor ear, that by a system of
the highest scientific development the manu-
faclurer of those cars is able to pay the
highest wage received by any artisan in the
world. And I helieve recently he distri-
buted a bonus te all the women in his em-
ployment whieh, if 1 remember rightly,
amounted to three millions sterling. The
result is that he has produced a ear whick,
for its purpose, is one of the hest in the
world, and this has been done by scientifie
management. Cur own service is carried
on in a most slipshod and most unseientific
nanner. It would pay Western Australia,
if need be, to spend £50,000 to modernise
its methods, and the money would be saved
in ene vear and probably in less time (han
that. If we could make every man in the
service understand that there was a place
for ability high up the tree, if we could
make him understand, no matter how
humble his position might be, that if he
could impraove the place in which he was em-
ploved, if he conld make snggestions for the
betterment of the department, his own re-
muneration would be increased and prefer-
ment was waiting for him,

Mr. Seaddan: He knows it now,
Mr. THOMAS: How is he going to get
promolion?

Mr. Seaddan: The same as the Irishman,
by being kicked out.
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Mr. Heitmann: Do not forget that
America has not applied these methods you
speak of to Govermment institutions.

Mr. THOMAS: Some of ihe American
private inslitutions are as big in their turn-
over as the whole of the businesses of West-
ern Australia.

Mr. Heitmann: But America has failed
to apply those methods to her publie in-
stitutions.

AMre. THOMAS: Yes; becanse Ameriea has
a lixed method of changing the civil ser-
vice with a change of Government. I am
nof {oo sure that there is not a modicum of
wisdom in that system.  Somefimes it
seems to me that a new broom sweeps very
clean, and that if we were Lo have a clean-
onl by a new broom oceasionally it would
he of advantage. We are faee to face with
areat problems to-day, and T bhelieve in
learning from other nations, even from Ger-
many and her scientific methods.  The
adoption of scientific methods would enable
us to pay the public servant considerahly
hetter than he is paid to-day, and at the
same time to reduee the cost of the service
by 25 per cenl.

Mr, Seaddan: The first
modern. up-fo-date offices.

My. THOMAS: I entively agree WJth the
leader of the Opposition. In this Chamber
1 have more than once advocated that
where a department employs a number of
individuals they should be placed all to-
gether in one large room, with the head of
the department in 2 glass office able to
overlook every one of them. The Lands
Department and the Works Department are
mere rabbit hutehes, where, if one asks an
official for some detail, that official will
ring up somebody else, and that somebody
somebody else, untii eventually someone on
30s. a week is reached and supplies the in-
formation. A great deal of expense could
be saved by the svatem of larger offices.
The Education Department affords an il-
lustration of exitravagance. 'The depart-
menl had offices in the vieinity of this
building—offices which were, if not palatial.
quite ood encugh. At all events they were
good enough when times were better. But
in the stringent financial eonditions now
prevailing the Government have seen fit to
shift the Education Department into a pa-
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latial house belonging, I believe, to Mr.
A. E. Morguns, and costing a rental of

about £600 a year. That is where the busi-
ness acumen of the present Government
comes in. The old offices are now empty
and bringing in nothing, but the Xducation
Department has been housed in a most
luxurious building at an unnnecessary cost
of £300 per annum. Business acumen!
'Throughout the whole of the proposals laid
before the Committee, after all the weary
months of tallt from hon, members opposite
when they were in Opposition about the
marvellous economies which would result
from those hon, members’ resmaption of
{he loaves and fishes of office, the Govern-
ment bLave effecfed no econviny anywhere.
After all, they propose to have this vear
a deficit larger than any previous deficit in
the history of Western Ansiralin. Business
acumen! Long lives of business training!
Wonderful abilities! Apparently, the Gov-
ernment want to gloss over sume of the
mistakes they have made by inflicting the
punishment for those mistakes ucpon the
people who are least able to bear il. Affer
listening to the flow of eloquence aib the
Palsce Iotel a liltle time ago, after hear-
ing the fair promises of all joining together
for the future benefit of Western Australia
and for the advaneement of this young coun-
try, } am indeed disappointed. 1 came away
from that meeting full of hope for the future
of this Siate. What has been the cutecome
of it all?

Mr. Seaddan: Blasted hopes.

Mr. THOMAS: Yes; blasted hopes and
broken promises. There has never been a
time in Western Australia when thought
wag more urgently needed to inspire the
people with hope and to lead them fo under-
stand that, nuo matter what party biller-
nesses and party differences there may be,
some of us, at all events, are prepared
fo rise to the occasion and do what
i Tair and vright by the great mass
of the people. I do not think that
we in Western Australia have quite
realised the position we are in. Tt is
my opinion that Parliament wastes 90
per eent. of ils energies in fighting party
battles, and devotes only 5 or 10 per cent.
to the interests of the country. That 5 or
10 per cent. must be increased to 100 per
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cent. FEvery liltle personsl or party differ-
ence or cleavage or division should be for-
gotten io-day., If we are not able to rise lo
stch a elaim ai a fime when our country
needs us more than ever, the position of
the P’arlioment of Western Australia is
iiopeless.  Canada at the ineeplién of the
war realised more fully than we did what
should be done to prepare for the diffienlt
times ahead. An appeal was made to the
people through the Press and on the public
platform. 1 quote now from. a newspaper
article—

We have emphasised the necessity for
the prodncers to mcrease production, for
the manufacturer to adopt improved
methods, and for the nation to pull to-
gether in an lionest attempt at readjust-
ment. The result of this appeal was ex-
traordinary, IJn 1915, the wheat erop
was increased to 336,000,000 bushels, or an
Inerease over the previous year of 108
per cent.

The appeal made to the Canadian people to
rally to the assistance of the Empire, to go
in for producliveness to the last ounce of
their energies, was thus answered; and
Canada therein shows her true patriolism,
hecanse it is the soldier of the plough, pos-
sibly. who is going to render the greatest
aid fowards the atlainment of the uliimate
result of the gigantie struggle. It may be
that all that Canada ean produce and all
that Australia ean prodnce will, in the final
analysis of things, be much needed by the
Old Land. 'The article continues—
The oat crop showed an increase of 40 per
cent., and other erops in the like propor-
tion.
Now let lion. members listen to (his—
The total value of grain and fodder in
1915 reached the stupendous sum of
£177.000,0060, being an  inerease of
£50,000,000 over the previous year.
That is an indicalion of what a united efforf
on the part of a nalion means in a time
when she realises the great need of the Em-
pire. Prior to the war her imports esceeded
her exports by 20 millions per annum. To-
day, as the result of her efforis, her exports
exceed her imports by 20 millions. Listen
to this also. It says that—

The banking resourees of the Dominion

are now the largest in her history. The
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deposits in the chartered banks exceed two

hundred millions and provide suflicient to

finance the crops and furnish accommeoda-
tion for every avenue of industry.

Mr. Scaddan: Awustralia has done some-
ibing for the primary producer.

Mr. THOMAS: I would like fo ask you
if Awstralia has risen to the oceasion in the
same degree? We have been loud in our
advocacy of supporting the primary pro-
ducer, and when that support is properly
applied T am with the Country party, or any
other pacty, vight up o the hilt. Mistakes
liave been madeein ihe past, and I suppose
will be made again, but while we have done
a lot {o help the primary producer we have
apparently forgotien our secondary indus-
tries in JAustralin. We are still sending out
wool to England, Ameriea, and other places
to be made up into cloth and sent back
again for us lo wear, and even the wheat
is being sent Home, instead of our sending
away flour and keeping the by-produels in
Australia. In that direction our efforts must
lie in future. And something more must be
done not only to develop our primary indns-
tries, but our secondary indusiries as well.
On this guestion we coukld learn much from
Germany, where for years past they have
brounght scientific knowledeze to hear upon
their industries, both primary and secondary,
and where steps have been taken to compel
industries to get inlo line with the highest
seientlific methods of produetion. I believe
when the time comes for us to make a step
Torward in this direction, mueh will be based
on what the Germans have done in times
gone by, When we realise thal they were in
a fair way to eapturing the commerce of the
world and {hat their science of production
was (he highest in the world, it will pay us
to forget some of the ill-feelings we have
towards them and profil by the example they
have shown us.

Mr. Seaddan: And they were largely de-
pendent on us for the raw materials.

Alr. THOMAS: Yes. Tn other words we
have provided them with the means of pros-
perity; whereas if we had made use of
scienlific chemists hundreds and thousands
of pounds worth of manufactores could
have heenm provided by ourselves, and a
home market furnished for our primary
industries.
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Mr. Scaddan: And we could have main-
lained a much larger population, merely by
wsing up the waste.

Mr. THOMAS: A population doubled
and trebled. YWe have had too much pros-
perity and easy comfort in Australia. We
do not scem to have focussed our attention
on avenues of development, a little harder
perhaps at first, but in the end more pro-
ductive of wealth than the indusiries we
have pursued. If we arce to populale Aus-
tralia eflectively it cannot be done merely
hy putting men on the land. There must be
other avenues of employment provided, If
the development of our couniry, the pre-
paration of Ausiralia to take s place in
the world, to make it fit to maintain ilself
as an outpost of the white race, if {his is
not woarthy of serious consideralion, what
other problem is there with which one can
get the serious ear of the Chamber? There
is much to be learnt, and it is time we began
to tackle lgher problems than we have
attacked in the past. There is something
bigger before the politician in Australia
than there has heen in previous vears. We
have had enough of fighting over paliry
pariv differences that are not of any great
consecuence in the long run. It is time
Australia had a ¢hanee, it is time we bronght
earnestness to bear in our searchings of the
future, il is time we aftempted things that
in vears lo come will make Ausiralia a great
and prosperous nation,

Put the Governmenl out.

Mr. THOMAS: That- is the leading
thought in the hon. member’s wind. The
country ean go hang so long as the Govern-
ment are turned out. However, knowing
the sins of the Government and their faulgs
of omission and commission, I am with the
hon. member. I only want to say in regard
to the selilement of the people in Western
Australia that T am afvaid the policy leaves
mueh to be desired. I read in the paper that
Mr. Colebateh was going lo settle on the
land 25,000 farmers per annum. 1 would
not he far wrong if I said we have only
ahout 25,000 farmers in Western Australia
to-day, representing the work of 20 years at
enormous cost. Yet that breezy optimist,
Mr. Colebateh, makes ihat statement.

AMr, Taylor:
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Mr. Scaddan: Show me something he has
donc of a practical nature.

Mr. Wanshorough: How long have you
been in the State?

Mr. THOMAS: Nearly 25 years.

Mr. Wansborough: It is plain you do
rot know much about the conditions of the
farming industry here,

AMr. THOMAS: My experience of farm-
ing is very nearly as great as that of the
hon. member. I spent a great number of
years on o farm, .

My, Wansborough: You could afford o
learn something of the farms here 60 years
ago.

Mr. THOMAR: 1My friend appurenily
belongs to the political troglydite era. 1f we
are in earnest—and 1 do nof believe we are
—ahont the settlement of Western Austra-
lia, why do we not, as the Americans say,
get down to tin facks, gef down to a prac-
tieal scientific proposition? The war may
end at any time and we may then exjiest an
infHux of immigranls ready to settle on the
land. What have we done to prepare it for
them?

AMr, -Seaddan: Given an interview to lhe
Press.

Me, THOMAS: Yes, that is about =li.
Are we going to bring out here men unae-
customed to Western Australia?

Mr. Taylor: Do you think the poliey of
the present Government reaches the acme of
vour ideals!?

Mr. THOMAS: T do not think the poliey
of the present Government will do any good
for Western Australia.

Mr. S. Stubbs: You are a great man al
lieaping up differences, but you are not con-
sislent,

Mr. THOMAS: I am not hearing up dif-
ferences. A lemitimate, honest, conviction
should always find expression on the floor
of the House. How ecan the Government be
snecessful with such intellizent followers as
my friend?

My, 8. Stubbs: I have just as
hrains as vou have, anyhow.

Mr. THOMAS: Then they must be lalent.
I have never seen signs of them.

Mr. S. Stubbs: I bave gone straight. 1
do not wo {o temperance meetings and ban-
quets within Lthe same hour.

much
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Mr. THOMAS: What does the hon. men-
her mean? 1 went to ihe banquet, not like
my hon. friend, to feast on the turkey and
drink the champagne and indulge in a guz-
zle. T went to enjoy the feast of reason
and the Aow of the soul. Ilowever, I do not
desire to pursue that any further.

Mr. 8. Stubbs: Ne, I do not think yon
had better.

Mr. THOMAS: I would advise my friend
to be silent. 1 have spared his feclings so
far, but if he continues I may not remain
so consideralie. 1In conclusion I hope that
with regard to ihis problem of the seftle-
ment of expected immigrants from over-
seas, something will be done immediately,
will be done upon a fair seienfific basis;
that provision will be made when these men
arrive here, that they may be.placed iinmed-
iately on Iand that will he reproductive. T
have many times pointed out in the House
lhat such a scheme ecould bhe inaugurated
in the South-\West, which is eryinz aloud
for closer settlement and intense eultnre. On
ready-made farms there, an untold number
of immigrants could be settled with every
prospeet of prosperity. It is the only dis-
trict in our wide State in whieh a dronght is
unknown, in whieh we have an area larger
than Vietoria with a certain rainfall. There
the Government could place men on small
holdings of 50t or 60 aeres uuder proper
conditions with every hope of sueccess, and
therefore we should have closer settlement
and more intense enlture than we have ever
dreamt of.

Mr. CARPENTER (Fremantle) [8.58]:
I would like to have heard someone from the
Ministerial side give an honest opimon nn
the Budget.

Mr, Seaddan: They have not got any.

Mr, CARPENTER: T think they muost
have, and I am sure it would he very inter-
esling if those gentlemen on the back Gov-
ernment benches, and still more, those on the
Government eross benches, would tell the
Comunittee and their constituents what they
reallv think of the Budget. T am not sur-
prised at the conspiraey of silenee, for they
have fallen in, and their emotions are too
deep for uiterance. Their policy iz {o re-
main slent. We had a few remarks fromn
the leader of the Country party.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Bolton: But not on the taxation pro-
posals.

Mr. CARPENTER: He was certainly
earcful o say as liltle as possible about the
taxation proposals of the Government. He
makes his usual remarks about that great
and glorious South-West which has been
going to he a great place for 1he last 30
years and we still hear prognostications from
him and from the member for Buubury
{(Ml. Thomas) occasionally as to what is
going to be done there.

Mr. Willmott: What we hope will be
done,

Mr. Seaddan: Yon will he done on the
liustings.

Mr. CARPENTER: I am quite suve that
if the member for Nelson (Mr. Willmotl)
would give us his honest opinion as to what
he expects to be done by the Government
in the way of develspment he would say
that he is stiil hoping. I found myself in
great accord with the remarks of the mem-
ber for Bunbury (Ar. Thomas) when he
spoke of the dream which he had of united
action, irrespective of party interests and
party considevations for the development of
this, our great State. One cannot help be-
lieving that be is quite sincere when he
goes to hanquets and hears this oratory and
that it eauses him to be fired with an in-
spivation that after all something 15 going
to he done to lift us out of the rut into which
we have fallen, and place us upon the high
road to national prosperity. I would he
olad indeed if I counld helieve that we have
reached that stage in our political develop-
ment when we ean forget omr partisanship
and unite for those things which we have all
recognised to be essential for the uphuild-
ing of Western Australia. Iven if we, as
members of the House, could sink those
differences, T very wnuch fear that the peo-
ple outside who send us here are not guite
go ready for that lofty conception of politieal
life. Certainly the Budget before us to-night
does not eontain any indication that the
Premier of the State has any hope of realis-
ing that high and lofty ideal. I have heard
many Budgel speeches in my time and I am
boupd to sav, speaking with all heuesty,
that T have never heard one on such narrow
partv lines and devoted to such narrow
party interests as the one which we are now
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considering. We have had some discussion
in this House on more than one occasion as
to the remarkable agility the Government
possess for shirking things, shunting them
on to somchody else, or seeking to hide
themselves under someone else’s responsi-
bility.

Mr. Heitirann: Shaking things.

Mr. CARPENTER: I should lLe out of
order if T refecrved to some of the things
that are notorious as the outcome of the
shunting proelivities of the Government. I
understand there is always a good opening
for shunters on the existing railway system,
and ihere should be a fair prospect for em-
ployment for some of the membevs of the
present Government,

The Premier: We are quite satisiied witl
our present billets.

Mr. CARPENTER: I quite believe that.
The hon. member was an applicant for his
present billet for five vears, and as to the
means by which he arrived at it the least
said the better.

The I'remier: Give ns the history.

Mr. CARPENTER: The very taxation
proposals of the Budget which we are now
considering make it the most notorious and
best hated Budget from the standpoint of
the people that we ever had, not only in this
but in any other Parliament in Australia.
These are the outcome of the shirking ability
of the (tovernment.

Mr. Underwood: Their husiness acumen.

Mr. CARPENTER: The Government
said “*We want someone to advise us about
this so that we can come along and say—
this was submitted to us by the Commit-
tee.’”’ We had the extraordinary spectacle
of the Treasurer of the day calling upon
two or three ecivil servants to submit pre-
posals to him.

The Premier: What for?

Mr. CARPENTER: For raising money.

The Premier: Nonsense; I did not do
anything of the sort.

Mr. CARPENTER : Then I have not been
able to understand the plain English of the
report.

The Premier: What report?

Mr. CARPENTER: The report which I
have seen in the Press. It is the report of
three gentiemen in the civil service, namely

I L6d

Mr. Toppin, Mr. Black, and Mr, Paterson,
who have advised the Treasurer as to what
he will do in the way of taxation.

The Premier: No no; it was about moneys
which you did not charge up last year.

AMr. CARPENTER: And the Treasurer
has adopted very largely their recommenda-
tions. Let anyone read the report and just
sce how much these taxes consist of the re-
commendations of at least two of that com-
miltee of civil servants. The one thing that
didl show liftle bit of statesmanship, had
il come from a Minister, the Premier
turned down. We have had the mem-
ber for Nelson (Mr. Willmott) bemoaning
the faet that in spite of the expenditure
on the railways the trains still run past
miles of undeveloped and unused country.
1lle admitied that something ought to be
done, and said that something must be done
to bring that land into use. The recommen-
dations of this committee advise the Co-
lonial Treasurer that it would be a good
thing te put a tax on unused land.
This was the one gleam of hope in the
report, and that gleam of hope the Treasurer
shuts his eyes to. He gives us the rest, which
is the most remarkable jumble I thiok that
ever we have had ihe pleasure of looking
upon. We have proposals for faney schemes
of taxation under which the Government
propose to take, I almost said fileh, from the
pockets of the people ay 1d. lhere and 2il.
there, and the iniquity of the whole thing,
as has been poinled out by previous spealk-
ers, is that the taxation is levied upon the
class of people least able to bear it.

The Premier: Which one do you mean?

Mr. CARPEXTER: Everything that a
man drinks from whisky to lime juice is
levied upon, and evervy amusement that we
may have from a river trip to a dog show
is to be taxed.

The Premier: Did you not propose it last
year yourselves?

Mr., CARPENTER: Our musical instru-
ments, everything from a piano to a mouth-
organ, are to be taxed.

The Premier: You put it in your bill last
Year.

Mr. CARPENTER: We did not de any-
thing of the sort.

Mr, Walker: No.
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The Premier: Yes.

Mr. CARPENTER: The hon, member
knows what was 1n our Bill and what it was
proposed for. In addition to that, the man
who goes te his work by rail in the morning
has to pay au extra tax, and on his return
he again pays an extra tax.

Mr, Heitmann: He pays it on the eloek
which wakes him up.

Me. CARPENTER:; And this in addition
to the high cost of living which the present
war has brought about. One would have
thought that any Treasuper with any idea of
stalesmanship at all would have taken the
existing conditions of the people into ac-
count and have said “* As the people them-
seives have heen ecalled to make sacrifices
and suffer hardships during the war we will
put an extra burden upon those who have
felt the hardships the least.”” But he has
done the very opposite to that.

My. Thomson: Are the people who go to
picture shows feeling those hardships?

Mr. CARPENTER: Many of them are.

Mr. Underwood: They go to relieve
their mental stress.

Mr. CARPENTER: I know that many
fathers and mothers who ean il afford it
squeeze out 3d. to send their children to
the picture show at the weekend. Tt is the
one little spob of brightness in the lives of
their children, but the Treusurer .comes
along, sticks vp the children at the door
and demands a tax from them before lhey
can enjoy that little bit of brightness in
their lives. That is the most unheard of
thing.

Mr. Thomas: It bas been in existence in
France for years.

Mr. Underwood: A lot of things are in
existence in Irance that we do not want
Lere.

Mr. CARPERTER: We have always held
that Australia is God’'s own country. We
have always preached and believed that the
people here enjoy some things, and in-
deed many things, which they do not enjoy
in the older countries of the world. If the
present Treasurer has in view the object of
bringing us down to the miserable level of
the working classes of the old country then
we can understand his purpose of bringing
a Budget of this sort before the House. I
believe that even those who sit behind him
do not agree with him, and if they have to
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vote for these iniquitons things they will do
it only from u sense of party loyalty., I
will go further and say that the Treasurer
is straining their party lovalty in ecalling
upon them to support proposals of this
kind. Then we have that aboriion, the in-
come tax, ITu Great Britain they certainly
lave some show of siatesmanship in the
government of their affairs. There they said
to the people who ean afford to pay,
“The times are abnormal, and we must
call wnpon yon to make a speecial ef-
fort to give us the money we re-
quire with which to carry on the affairs of
the State” Whal have they done? They
have simply put on an honest income tax
with a super tax, which on the biggest in-
comes represents a sum of 5s. in the £ and
the patriotic Britishers are paying it
If our Premier had taken anything like that
high stand and had told the wealthy people
of this State, “‘for the time being al least,
we are calling upon you to make a sacrifice
in proportion to what you enjoy,”” those
wmen would have paid it and paid it without
demur. Bul instead of that he comes along
and says to the man who was getting £2 per
week, ‘I am going to tax you.'” He puts
the flat rate on them.

Mr. Bolton: A rate for flats.

Mr. Underwood: He put a flat rate on
the Country party.

Mr. CARPENTER: Of 2d. in the pound
on the man who gets £156 per year and has
a family, in the same way as on the man
with £3,000 a year who has no family,

Mr. Thomson: Have you worked out how
much actual taxation the man on £200 a
vear with two children would pay?

Mr. Bolton: The man on £300 a year
would pay 1s. Gd. per weck.

Mr. Thomson: The £200 a year man I
speak of would pay 12s. Gd. a year.

Mr., CARPENTER: May be so; but per-
haps that man would be less able to pay
that than would be the man with £3,000 to
pay five times the amount he is being asked
to pay. The hon. member probably has
never been in the position of having to
count every Gd. before spending it. The
leader of the Opposition pointed oui this
afternoon, quoiing from a compilation 1n
the Press, just what if means a man on an
income of £5 per week will be ealled upon
to pay by way of inereased taxation. Tt
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pmeans to lm 181 per cent. inerease, while
the man with £5,000 is taxed only an addi-
tional 25 pcr cent. In ofiter words, the man
with the small income is taxed seven {ime¢
more in proportion than the man with
£3,000 a year. I ask hon. memhers if they
can find any special reasoning or any party
consideration which would justify a course
of that kind? The thing is so bad one can
scavcely speak of it with patience. 1 am
surprised ihat the matter has not brought
forth a good deal more protest from the
publie; and the only reason I can give for
such protest not having been made is that
the people have not wvet realised what it
means.  Many of them doubtless, who do
noft follow polities elosely, will not realise
it until they have to pay the increased taxa-
tion. By that time perhaps the Treasurer
will be off the hridge and somebody else will
be in charge of the Liberal ship.

My, Underwood: Noj the Liberal ship will
be wrecked.

Mr. CARPENTER: If the Libeval ship
is not wrecked by that time, it will be soon
after. T wish to enter a word of protest
as I have often done before, against our
State services being used as a lever for
taxation. I know that some of my ecol-
leagues do not quite agree with me on this
point. I very muell regretted to hear the
member for Bunbury (Mr. Thomas) advo-
cating thai it is quite a2 fair thing in the
metropolitan area to raise additional taxa-
tion by inereasing the vailway faves on the
suburban lines.

Mr. E. B. Johnsion: Why is 1t not a fair
thing that they shall pay the same rate as
people in other parts of the State?

Mr. CARPENTER: Because the traflie

is so much heavier and it does not
cost so much per head per mile to
carry the people in the metropolitan

arca as it does in the country. There is only
one reasonable basis upon which to work
this ount, and that is to ask what does it
cost to carry a man, say, 10 miles, and if the
cost be 6d., inclusive of all charges, let him
pay that 6d., but to charge him 8d4. or 1s.
for what costs 6d. is to tax him unfairly.
I say it is unsound policy and inimical to
our State services. If we allow this sort
of thing to be done, if we allow any Treas-
urer to look arcund and say that he will
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add a penny here and a penny theve to the
charges for State sevvices, then we shall
destroy the efficiency, the value and the
purpose of those services. I would wvery
much rather see those services under private
control when the users would have to pay
a competitive rate and get a decent service
for what they pay than make a State mon-
opoly of the services and permit the Treas-
urer to come along and charge taxation upon
servieces renderved. The practice is most
dangerous, 50 much so that I eannot under-
siand any one on this side of the House
advocating it. The member for Banbury,
unthinkingly perhaps, has expressed agree-
ment with the proposal for the taxation of
the peuple of the metvopolitan area on the
railways. The position will probably come
home to him when he discovers that some
people who are using the railways and have
had their fares put up are now asking the
Government why 1hey do not look to the har-
bours and raise the freights and harbour
dues. I aw eceriain that if the Government
jumped to this Ay and called upon the har-
bour trosi, either at Fremantle or at Bun-
hury, to bring in additional revenue by rais-
inur the wharfage rates the member for Bun-
hury would ask to be informed why so
foolish a palicy was heing entered upon. I
say the thing is bad in prineciple and alto-
wether opposed to the recognised policy of
controlling certain undertakings by the Gov-
ernment and giving the people the Best ser-
vice possible in return for minimum charges.
The danger is still greater when we have a
Government not only putting additional
faxes on their opponents’ railway rates, bul
also lowering the rates to their supporters
helow the payable figure for the sake of
buying a litle support. Then the dan-
ger is very much greater. On the one
hand it is a lever to extract money from
the pockets of their political opponents and
on the other a shovel to put money into
the pockets of those who, for the time being,
are keeping the Government in office. There
is an element of corruption about it which we
as members of this Committee should be ver:
wide awake to. I hope the couniry will
wake up to the danger which has been intro-
duced by the present Government in buying
political support by using State serviees
to give people advantages for which they
do not pay. 1 am quite in accord with the
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member for Bunbury in asking that some-
thing definite shouid be done for our re-
turned soldiers. 1 saw wilk amusement un-
der big beadlines in a newspaper a few days
ago a scheme propounded by the Colonial
Secretary for Britisit eonsumption in whieh
it was proposed or suggested we were going
to provide for an influx of 25,000 people
after {he war was over. The Premier and
all his colleagues well know that nothing
of that sort is possible just now.

The Prewier: But it will be when the war
is over.

Mr. CARPENTER: Even when the war
is over it is not practicable. We have huu-
dreds of our own men coming back. I sup-
pose ihe Premier will at least give them pre-
ference. Hundreds of our men are coming
hack and provision will be required lo be
made for them,

Mr. Underwood: Thousands.

My, CARPENTER: Probably thousands.
Men accustomed to agrienltural work will
want agrienltural work to go to when they
return, and they will not expect to be told
to go into the couniry and look after it.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter): Those men are coming back now.

Mr. CARPENTER: Exaclly. That is
what I am saying. We want somelhing
done now. DMonths ago I asked the late
Government to put in hand some practical
scheme.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : They are getting it now. Tvery man
is placed as he comes hack.

Mr. CARPENTER : Placed where? Does
the Honorary Minister say that when a man
comes back from the war and wants to settle
on the land he will find a scheme alreadv
prepared under which he can take wp land$

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Henorary Minis-
ter): Yes.

My, CARPENTER: He cannot do any-
thing of the sort. [Last year I asked the
then Government with reference to the Yan-
danooka estate, which is owned by the Gov-
ernment and controlled by them, managed
on fheir aceount by a practical man—I
asked them te make some portion of that
estate available for returned soldiers.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter}: Do youn not know that hundreds of re-
turned soldiers are placed already?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. CARPENTER : Placed with farmers?

Hon. J. 1. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter): Yes.

My, CARPENTER: 1 am not speaking
of agricultural labourers.

Mr, Collier:
labourers.

Mr. Bolton: That is good enough for the
man who fights for his country.

Mr. CARPENTER: I was not speaking
of sending men 1o work for farmers, but of
men who desire lo take up land for them-
selves.

Mr. Underwood: There are 700 farms on
the Agrieultural Bank’s hands.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter}: The member for Pilbara is quite right.

Mr. CARPENTER: And what has beeu
done to put these men on them?

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : YWhat do you mean?

Mr. CARPENTER: You must have some
sclieme for financing these men.

Mr. Underwood: We financed Lhe last
men who were on those farms.

Mr, CARPENTER: That is a {otally dif-
ferent subjeet. :

Hen. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : It is not a different subject. A lot of
the same mecn are eoming baek and returning
to their Farms,

Mr. Underwood: You had befter get all
{hat out of your head ahount getting the man
on the land, until you prove that the land
is good enough.

My, CARPENTER: T am speaking of one
estate where the Government is now growing
wheat profiiably, where the land ean be ecat
np into small holdings and worked on a
co-operative basis. I am not an advoeate
of telling men, “There is the land, Zo on
it and do the best you can’ At Yanda-
nooka we have an opportunily ander (he
State manager, and a practical man at that,
of alloiting a certain portion of land lo
each man and there these men could have all
the benefits of co-operative work.

Mr. Underwood: Let them have my°farm.

Mr. CARPENTER: If they did not do
better than the hon. member they wonid not
do very well.

Mr. Underwood: T will sell it to them
pretty cheap.

They are placed as farm
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Mr. CARPENTER: At Yandanocoka they
could have all the benefits of eo-operative
farming and Jive a community lite and not
be separated from each other. 1t the Gov-
ernment want to tackle this problem ser-
iously let them ask the manager of Yanda-
nooka to report on a scheme under which he
could take fifty or a hunderd men and put
them on the land in the next few months.
What we ought to be able to deo is this, to
say to the men who come from the hospital
and are discharged as fit for work—*If you
want to become a producer, here is the op-
portumity.” If we can do it by and by,
wlhen we get some money from the old eoun-
try or when the Federal scheme for repatria-
tion has become perfecied, 1 see no reason
why it shonld not be dene now and it will be
done profitably if we go about it in the righi
way.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Every man does not want to go on the
land.

Mr. CARPENTER: I am speaking of
those who do wani to go on ihe land. I
Lave mixed with them and long before they
are discharged they say “I would like to
have a farm of my own? There are some
who have been working on farms all their
iives and so Tar as I cap judge they are
capable men.

My, Underwood: If they take my advice
they will get a St. George's-lerrace farm.
That’s the way to make money.

Mr. CARPENTER: I want to urge the
Government to take this matter seriously and
try to devise some scheme which will enable
the men who have served their ecountry to at
least become permanent eitizens and wealth
producers.

Hon. J. D. ‘Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter}: I suppose you are aware that the
War Couneil are domg this every week?

Mr. CARPENTER: I have followed their
reports very closely and T have generally
found that when they do have a practieal
proposal to make they disclose it; they do
not hide their Hght under a bushel. It is no
use the Treasurer irying to shirk this matter,
he knows it has to be faced, and if the Gov-
ernment will not do it the people will take
the matter in hand and ask someone else {o
do it. There are several vessels on the way
out to Australia now full of wpunded men
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and we shall bave hundreds, {probably thou-
sands haek during the cowrse of the next
twelve months. If we leave the matter
unlil those men are here we shall have nn-
thing but confusion.

Mr. Underwood: The Agricultural Bank
has any amount of farms,

My, CARPENTER: "The hon. member
does rot see the point He has chaff from
his own farm in his eye.

Mr. Underwood: There is no chaff on my
farm.

Mr. CARPENTER: I ask the Govern-
ment to give some attention to this problem
and let the soldiers know what they ean do
if they want to become permanent setllers
and wealth prodneers. I want to express
disappointment at the Budget jproposais and
also my extreme regret that the political
aceident which gave the Government their
life has brought aboul a result of this kind.
It is going to hit not only those who sit
on this side of the House pnd the people
they represent, but will also hit very severely
the members of the Country party, who
were senl here to conserve the interests of
ke scction they represent, and whose inter-
ests iustead of having heen conserved have
been sacrificed.

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyay) [9.37]: I have
not much to say in regard to the Budget
except that the Treasurer’s speech disclosed
an extremely, serious condifion of aflairs. 1
venture (o say that the community as a
whole thoroughly realise the difficult posi-
tton the Treasurer finds himself in. It is
safe to say that the people fully expect that
extra taxalion i necessaryv. YWhilst many of
the proposls as ouilined by the Treasurer
are deserving of further gensideration I feel
sure that there is yel time to offect a neces-
sary alteration in some of those items.
wish to make speecial reference to one ilem
of increase in taxation, and that is the mat-
ter of the additional railway freights. This
is a very serious proposal indeed and it will
bear very heavily’ on the outhack selilers.
The leader of the Cpposition made a speeinl
puint in lis speech to-day of the [fact that
when increasing ihe railway freights he did
it on a sort of zone system. The increases
were certainly a great burden on the outback
seftlers, and were almost as great as those
proposed by the present Government will
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be. In many cases the, farmers were stag-
gered by the railway rales, and refused {o
take maechinery over.

Mr., Scaddan:
granted,

Mr. PIESSE: [ know that the increase on
one partienlar elass; of machinery to Dun-
bleyung was something like £8.

Mr. Seaddan: Under our inercase?

Mr. PIESSE: Yes.

Ar. Seaddan: What was the lonnage¥

Aly. P1IESSE: T am not prepared Lo give
the tonnage at the present time, but I make
the suggeslion that the present Government
should eonsider the proposal of inereasing
the railway freights on a base principle, that
is, if it is inlended to increase the freights
let us impose the same charge per ton from
here to Mi, Marshall as we would impose
from here to Armadale.

Mr. Scaddan: Why not make it a fax on
incomes under existing conditions?

Mr. PIESSE: The hon. member will en-
Joy the special privilege of an income tax in
itself, but in this case it is necessary to get
additional railway revenue to pay the in-
creases in wages to the friends of members
opposite which were made some time back.

Mr. Collier: That is not fair; what
friends?

Mr. PIESSE: The hon. member will not
deny that the wages, of his friends in the
railway department were inereased. I do
not say that he selected special individuals
for an inerease, but the increases which were
reneral ran into something like £100,000,
and the farmers were asked to pay extra
railage to make up that sum.

Alr. Seaddan: You were asked: fo increase
the income tax to make it up and you would
net o i,

Mr. PTESSE: I am referring to the in-
vreases given to the employees in one de-
partment and the then Government furned
round and asked one section of the com-
munity to pay them.

Mr. Seaddan: That is not correct.

Mr. PIESSE: The hon. member increased
the terminal charges and the railway freights
up to many thousands of pounds. T am
merely pointing out now the unfairness of
action of the late Government. [ would sng-
gest that 1he matter of the present proposed
increases in railway freights be recon-

You take things for
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sidered, because it is undoubtedly a serious
matter. The cosl of the necessavies of life
in many localities will be inereased (o an
alarming degree and the malier demands
the closest consideration and revision. [F
inereases are to be imposed they sliould he
an the lines T have suggested, 1hal is, on a
hase prineiple. 1 hope the Government will
review Lheir proposed increases and endea-
vour (o make lhem a little more bearable.
We liave hieard a good many speeclies from
ihe other side of the House {o-night, and the
leader of the Opposition in particular went
lu a lol of trouble to point out how severely
the taxation will alfeet the struggling man,
1 do not hold a brief for the present Trea-
surer, but I do like to be fair and I like to
listen to fair eritieism, bub when the leader
of the Opposition in an indignani way
points out how severely the proposed taxa-
tion will affeet the struggling classes, T would
remind him that he himself is not altogether
guiltiess, for when he was Treasurer he in-
troduced taxation measures and attempled to
impose hurdens which were decidedly of a
class nature.

Mr. Seaddan: What where they?

Mr. PIESSE: Let us contrast the treal-
ment meted out to lhe settlers by the hon.
member with what it is proposed to do at
the present time.

Mr. Collier: What treatment?

Mr. PTESSE: In the case of the seftler
assistanee was freely given, for which I
liave always been grateful; bul it was given
at six per cent. per annum interest, and with
a demand for repayment from the first erop.
On the other hand, palatial homes were built
for workers, with special consideration as
to payment, while many of mny constiluents
were carting their grain 16 and 17 miles-—
and they are doing il even fo-day., The
criticisms of the leader of the Opposition
on the Estimates are of no use, as the hon.
member himself must realise. Let us hope
the hon. member will et about helping the
Treasurer in a more kindly spirit 1han he
exhibited this afternoon. The member for
Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green) is not juslified in
asserling that the farmers have been spoon-
fed. Every farthing advanced to ihe farm-
ing industry will he repaid with interest.
Anpoiher instance of differentialion in the
matter of taxation oecurring during the ad-
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minisiration of the Labour Government was
that they impuzed a special water rate on
all land= fronling the main pipe line to Kal-
goorliv for a distance of one and a half
tniles back.,  The reason for the imposition
of the 1ate was, simply, that 1he main ran
throngh or hy those holdings. In  conse-
quence many =mall selilers were ealled upen
to pay large amounts,

Mr, Collier: But the amounts were only
added to their indebledness. They did not
pay those amounts.

Mr, PIESSE: One man 1 know of was
taxed for waler (o the extent of £32 a year.
He could not even pay the land tax, and the
waler lax finally drove bim off lis land. 1
would impress upon the Government the
necessity for giving relief to people simi-
larly situated. The Government have no
more right te tax the holders of the land
through or near which the pipe line passes
than rthey have to tax the people in Albany
on the same basis, Why should the farming
community bear special taxation on aceount
of the goldfields water scheme? T hope ihe
present Government will grant relief from
this  unfair  impost, and | sineerely trust
they will also give further consideralion to
the question of railway rates.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [9.53]: Mosi of
the time of ihe Committee this evening has
bheen taken up by hon. members whe think
that  good  will vesult fromn puiting more
money inte the wheat-growing areas. My
opinion is that if Western Australia did not
produce a single tou of wheat for the next
two vears the men now engaged in wheat-
growing could be better utilised to win the
war. There are at the country sidings and
an the wharves of Western Australia many
thousands of tons of wlheat. Much of this
wheat is being destroyed by mice and wee-
¢ils. T am forced to conclude that wheat-
crowing has proved a failure in this State
up to the present fime. Ever since I have
zat in this Chamber, every penny ihat Gov-
erinments have been able to get hold of has
been lavished on the wheat grower. The
money would have been spent to grealer
advantage had it been put into the one in-
dusiry responsible for any prosperity this
State has ever enjoyed:; that is, the gold
mining industry. Undoubtedly, in soroe in-
stances the money advanced to the wheat

171

srowers will be paid back; but in the mean-
lime everv other industry in the Stale has
heen laxed te maintain  wheal growinu-—
artisans, shop-girls, and apprentices lave
contributed the money spent in proppwng
up an industry of problematical valve to
Western Australia. The Siate is in a con-
dition of hankruptey ar the present time,
because of the assistance granted to the
wheat grower,

Mr. Thomson:
vect.

Mr. FOLEY : 1 separate the wheat grower
from the farmer. Coming now fo the
tarmer, I noted that the member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin (Mr. E. B. Johnston) said
fhat the farming industry was going to be
the backbone of this country.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Quite right.

AMr. FOLEY: That indusiry is notlug
bnt bone; there is no meat on it. As regards
the South-West, we are told of something in
the way of farming that is going to be done
there in the dim and distant future. The
Estimates of Revenue and Expendifure dis-
close thousands and thousands of pounds
heing paid every year to experts whose
agricultural serviecs, althougzh of an expert
ciraracier are absolutely useless to the Stale.
It is a erving shame that other industries
shouldl he made to pay the salaries of ox-
perts whose services are not being utilised
by the framers.

Mr. F. B. Johnsion:
mining experts?

Mr. FOLEY: The advice of mining ex-
perts has been followed with satisfactory
results, All that the South-West has pro-
duced is a little fruit. Therefore it is highly
rnjuestionable whether we are justified in eon-
tinning to pay the salaries of wheat, agri-
cultural, and fruit experts whose services
are nol availed of,

Mr. S. Stubbs: Mr. Connor is certainly
worth his money.

Mr. Collier: He is the darving expert.
What progress has been made with dairying
in this State?

Mr. 8. Stubbs: It is going ahead now.

Mr. FOLEY: Tf all the good opinions
expressed by our hon. friends eoncerning the
South-West were well-founded, that distriet
would now he supplying ihe goldfields with
butter and dairy produce, instead of our

That statement is not cor-

What about the
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having to import those ~ommodities from the
Eustern Stares. And there is no better
iarket anywhere for our produce than on
the goldfields. Yet the South-West has been
lying practically idle with a market at its
very door. The explanation probably is that
the lnnd down there is too patchy. T have
been (old that the land compares with the
fertile river flats of New South Wales and
Gippsland, but there is no comparison. The
dairying industry in this State will never do
any wood until the people are forced into
dairying properly as was done in Victorin
In wmany parts of this State they have, as
many members know, better conditions for
dairyving than there are in Victoria; yel we
have dene nothing up to date.

Mr. Griffiths: A lol is being done in fhat
direetion on the Wheat Belt to-day.

Mr. FOLEY: Tbe member for York
(Mr. Griffiilis) has been writing to every
newspaper in which it has been possible for
him to secure the insertion of his letters for
the last six mmonths telling the people that
“Pigs is pigs.” 1 do not think it was through
the instrumentalily of those letters that the
growers in the Wheat Belt have gone in for
mg raising. So far as (he dairving indusiry
is concerned, unless the people are ahso-
lutely forced on io the flats there will be no
great advance made in the industry. Until
our friends opposite can show us that those
distriets of whieh they speak so highly have
produced something, {here cannol be any-
thing in their argument,

Mr. Thomson: You would not believe i
il' we ¢eould show vou.

Mr, FOLEY : Until that has been done I
shall vote on every possible oceasion against
extra money heing spent in that part of the
State. T am opposed to the money of the
people in every branch of industry heing nt-
ilised in a forlorn bope which the dairying
indnstry in this State has been up to date.

Mr. Themson: Do not be a pessimist,

Mr. FOLEY: Much has been said as to
what sliould be done with regard to the gold
mining induostry. There never was a time in
the history of this State when the gold min-
ing industry needed a little more nursing
than it is in receipt of at the present time.
The gold miners do not want to be spoon
fed, do not want to get everything from the
State and pay nothing in return. They are
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ty-day paying their water taxes on a basis
of 50 much water per day whether the water
is used or not. The Honorary Minister tells
us that he is giving consideration to the
quesiion of reducing the cost of water to
farmers and on the other hand, the Premier
says that he still expects the mining indus-
try to pay lhe existing exorbitant charges
for water.
Mr. Thomson: How are they exorbitant?

Mr. TOLEY: The people on the fields
are paying 9s. a thousand gallons for water
which is utilised in the production of some-
thing valuable. They are not talking about
producing. as are people in the dairying in-
dustry.  There is a little more in my argu-
menl—ihey are paying and producing.

Mr. Piesse: They ave paying 10s, a thou-
sand gallons at Goomalling.

AMr. Qriffiths : Do you realise that a farmer
holding 2,000 acres of land paid £47 last
year for water which he did not use and is
this year paving another £47.

My, FOLEY: That is my argument. They
are not making the best use of their land.
It the land were so good as iy friend saia
it 15, then the farmer should be utilising that
water and by means of irrigation shonld be
produeing something which he dees not pro-
duce to-day.

Mr, Piesse: At 10s. a thousand gallons?

Mr, FOLEY: 1f the farmer does not ase
the water it 15 an evidence of eareleszness an
his | art. T elaim that the people in the gold
mining arcas are taxed at the present time,
and will be under the Premier’s proposals,
fo a gpreater extent than any other section
of the people of the Siate. Evervone knows
that the goldfields arens are good places for
shows and entertainments of all kinds. No
one can hegrudge the man outback vne
night’s entertainment in a week, whether it
be n picture show, a leclure or an enter-
tainment of any deseription. Unlike the
reople of the metropolitan area who pay 3d.
or G6d. for a picture entertainment, the in-
variable eharge north of Kalgoorlie is 1s. 6d.
(o 2. Our Country party friends claim that
they are paving evervihinz. But T contend
that the miner and the miner’s wife, and also
the farmer and his wife, should be put on
a more equitable plane than at present in
connection with this taxation.  Assuming
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that the man outback altends an entertain-
ment only once a week, ur probably fort-
nightly only, permitting his wife to attend
on the alternate weeks as is very often done.
it means that le is taxed an extra 9d. per
week on his entertainment. Then, again, un-
der the income tax proposals of the Premier
those men will be taxed at the rate of 1s, 9d.
per week. T am speaking of a man with a
family of two childven in reeeipt of £4 a
week.

Mr. Thomson: Such a man would ronghly
be in receipt of £200 a year; he would pay
12s. a year taxation.

Mr. FOLEY: The hon. member’s mind
will not sear higher than 12s. a vear. Then
again the man in the mining area is to bhe
taxed at the rate of 1s. 6d. per week by way
of extra charges on the railway. And un-
just as this inereased railway taxation may
be in the metropolitan area, falling as it
does on the shop girl, the lahourer, the ap-
prentice, and the lower paid persons who
use the second class ¢arriages—an impaost of
2d. on a 3d. ticket—T consider it more un-
just to put a toll of 1s. 6d. per head on the
people outback, thereby bringing the actual
increased ineome tax of these people up to
4s. a week. It is apparent that the Govern-
ment, although they propose extra taxation,
have no intention of providing equitable
means of allowing persons engaged in the
indusiry gaining some advantage from the
industry. Tf the people in the mining areas
were to rebel against this unfair differentia-
tion and refuse to work the mines notwith-
standing that they have sent more men pro-
portionately than any other section to fight
for the Empire, they would be called un-
patriotic. The people of the fields have
no wish to draw n line of demarcation be-
{ween employer and employee. It must be
said to their eredit that they ean settle their
differences in a constitnional manner. Bnf
when increased taxation to the tune of 4s.
per week is proposed, T contend that it is
mndonbtedly the duty of the Government fo
do something to assist the industry, and
thereby give those people who are further-
ing the industry a reasonable opportunity
of making a little money out of ik

Mr. E. B. Johnsion: Do you not think
it was equally unjust for the previous Gov-
crnment to raise the railway rates?

Mr. FOLEY: Tbke 10 per ceui. increase
on railway freighls means more lhan ap-
pears on the tace of il to the man who pays
his money lo the relailer at Leonora for
goads, The proposal of the member for
Browahill-Ivanhoe (Mr. Seaddan) when he
was Premier meant an impost of one-tenth
of 1d. in the pound. TFrom my place in {his

L'hamber I crilicised that proposal, but when

T went closely inlo the matter, I ascertained
tbat it meant only one-fenth of a penny was
put on any article,

My, Seaddan: That was {he ghest rate.

My, FOLEY: That is so; and many of
the commodities in every day use hy miners
in their homes I found were absolulely free.
In the preseni Government's proposal we
find no distinclion made, These proposals
mean that instead of paving the one-
tenth of a penny as under the taxa-
iton proposals of the late Premier,
that 10 per cent. is put on every
articte. When, the people of the goldfields
were shown what the Labour Government's
taxation proposal really! meant and how
lightly it rested on necessities there was very
little eriticism, But with a flat rate of 10 per
cent,, 1 assert that those persens who are out-
back endeavouring to open up our country
are being taxed to a greater extent than those
resident nearer the city. Tt is a well known
fael that when taxation'is' imposed the re-
tailer doubles the amount of the taxatinn
and passes it on fo the consumer. By the
mithod adopted by this Government, the
friends of the present Government, the biz
warehousemen, are left out of the question.
They are in the position of saying to the
consuniers that it is the retailer who is get-
ting at them, yet it is a well known fact that
ever since 1he inception ol {he war the ware-
liousemen have leen securing befter prices
for commodities, and hre doing so to-day,
than they were hefore the war broke out.
The tax is not an equitable one. Tt is a class
{ax and one which the Government ought to
place before the people to see whether they
want it or not. The differential rates on the
railway system for many areas have heen
bad enoungh. Take the rates on some of our
refraciory ores, We want {o do what we can
to assist (he Government and the nation in
winning this war. Base metals are required
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and we are doing what we can fo produce
them. The Government are assisting by
making advances. They are, however, not
assisting the farmer when they are earrying
tliis ore from the Anaconda mine al a farth-
ing per ton to Messrs. Cuming Smith in
order that they may make fertiliser for the
farmers. Cuming Smith, out of this phos-
phatie rock, extract sulphur and get 300 per
cent. in advance of the price they got before
the war. The farmeis are paying for this,
but there is never one word of eirticism or
protest from my hon. friends opposite. 1f
the Country party wish lo complain against
this treatment of the farmers, they should
complain to Cuming Smith, but they are
afraid to do so lest Cumung Smith should
knock off supplying their fertilisers. On
the same frain that this ore is ear-
ried at a farthing a ton we find that

a prospeclor is having carried bis 10
or  12-ton ecrushivg. In one pertion
of the Mt Margaret electorate  the

prospecfor has first to cart his crushing, be-
eanse the battery faeilities are not’'as they
should be. He earts this 10 or 12-ton crush-
ing down, and instead of paying one farth-
ing a ton he pays Sd. a ton, There is, there-
tore, this differential treatment between the
miner and the wanufacturer, and the Gov-
ernment would bave us believe that the
farmer is getting something ount of it. But
the farmer s not getting something out, of
it. As in every instance ihese taxation pro-
posals are going lo keep something off the
hig man, so Messrs. Cimning Smith are mak-
ing 300 per cent., and the Government are
not taxing the big man except to make him
pay 2d. on 2s., whereas the poor man has to
pay 2d. or 4d. In some instances there is
a 50 per eent. tax on the working man earn-
ing from £100 to £200 u vear, and a 15 per
cent. extra taxafion on the big merchants,
who are undoubtedly exploiting the farmer.
the miner, and any one else who is produe-
ing anything in the State. If it is desired to
et any assistance for any mining show it
is necessary to put up a ease. When a man
puts in an application for assistance to the
extent of £200 in connertion with a mine an
mspeetor is first sent along to - ingpeet the
mine, and he has to prove that the mine s
worthy of assistance. The farmer, on the
other hand, is put on the land and it is taken
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as prima faeie evidence that he should be
siven money.

Mr., Thomson: He pays lor ii.

Mr. FOLEY : T adwit that he pays for it.
As I was saying, it is necessary for a case to
be put up as to whether the mine that is to
be assisted will open ap o new line of reef
ov nof, If that ¢an be proved, it has then 1
be proved that the man in question, who is
asking for the money, is a worthy man to
whom to give that money. That being the
case, in nine instances out of 10 the money
which is given for this purpose has heen
paid back with interest. 1f a man is going
on the land and is {o he given. money, he
should have fo pay it back on reasonahle
terms. The goldfields people only wish that
the same eonditions should obtain so far ax
they are concerned. 1 these condilions ob-
tain we could open up some of the old mines
that are lving idle, and some of the new
areas which are not heing prospected, beeause
sufficient enconragement has not heen given to
them. The Minister for Mines said he was
going to have a eonference. What I wish
to see in place of that, is something new, so
far as mining 15 concerned.  TF the Minisfer
ean bring forward some poliey which is new
and which is going to enl some ice, he will
liave no trouble in getting assistance from
this side of the House, but the trouble will
be to met his own fellow-Ministers and sup-
poriers of all parifies to ecome rvound to his
wav of thinking. Mining is being treated
in a very detrimental way when the lavish
expenditure which is going on in regard te
our farming areas is iakem into aeccount.
Aluch of this monev will never be repaid.
The member for Pilhara (Mr. Underwood}
sairl there were TN farms lying idle at the
present momeni, and the Minister concerned
adinitted that this was so. That means, either
that the men who were punf on the land were
not worthy, or that the land on which they
were placed 18 no good. Many of those who
have gone on the land have hieen robhed by
land 2unides and Jand inspeetors of the money
which they had hronght from the Ol Coun-
trv hy heing put on to nseless land, ahoni
whieh pamphilets were writien by the present
Minister for Tnduslries. There are men in
{he Warin district on the land why shonld
never have been put upon it. They have no
chance of getling ihrongh even in that dis-



{23 NoveaBer, 1916.]

frict. There are areas in the State which
have been settled by men whe know nothing
about (he farming busipess, and who have
received no other assistance than money
from the Agrieultural Bank, which is termed
assislance.  As soon as these two systems
of assislance, that given to the miner and
that given to the farmer, are brought into
line, the less ghanee there will be of having
men on the land who do not know how to
work it properly. Another thing thatl is re-
quired is to see that the right class of lanu
is chosen upon which to settle people. It
should be deiermined, hirst of all, whether
it is good iarming or wheat growing land.
We shonld then look at the question of
whether the men to whom this financial as-
sistance is to be given are worthy of this
assistance and have a reasonable chance of
making use of it. If that system was
adopted in regard to the farming industry
it would conserve the best interests of the
State and we should not have the deficit
which the Treasurer is using such devious
means of getting rid of, and so pulling the
State out of the hole it is in.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [10.23]: I
heard the question asked this evening as lo
what the attilude of the Country party was
in regard to the present posiiion, and so far
as the taxalion proposals were concerned.
I would jusi like to carry hon. members back
to the first oecazion on which the member
for Trwin (Mr. Gardiner) spoke in the
Chamber. T will do this to show that the
attitnde of the Country party is the same
to-day as it was on that occasion. The hon.
member said—

We believe that at the present juncture
and in view of the esxtraordinary eircum-
stances in which this State finds ifself, it
is the wish of the people of the State that
there shall be a legitimate truce, and the
people are looking to the colleclive wis-
dom, integrity, earnestness and work of
this Parliament as a whole to get Western
Australia out of her present difficulties
and put her again on the high road to
prosperity. . . ... At the present juncture
we recognise that if amongst our party
there is any speeial knowledge that ean
be used for the beiterment of any of the
acts of the Legislature or of administra-
tion that are brought before this House,
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the Government of the day bave a right to
come to us and ask us to give thal know-
ledge tearlessly.

We have heard ihe Premier give us bis idea
with 1egard to this taxation proposal. e
has pointed out that the taxation is equitably
and fairly disiributed. The ex-Treasurer,
on the wther side of the llouse, slates that
it is unfair in its incidence, that the man
outback is going to be unduly taxed. They
say that in a multitude of couneillors there is
wisdom. It appears to me that we are going
on in an unorganised and haphazard way,
and that iostead of any wisdom there is
all confusion. I have heard various members
of the Chamber say that they are quile pre-
pared to confer and assist the Treasurer in
his present position in any possible way.

My. Heitmann: So long as the Treasurer
thinks ile same way as the hon. members.

Mr, GRIFFITHS : [ have heard members
in the House on all sides express the opinion
that the time has come when this problem
should be taekled, and that the couniry should
have a financial council and confer with
the Premier of the day.

Mr. Collier: You suggest a coalition and
two or three more porifolios?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: It is time that we
dropped this kind of talk and party strvife,
and looked at things seriously. The mem-
ber for Fremantle (Mr. Carpenter) laid
great stress on the fertiliser freights. It is
recognised in New Zealand that the free
carriage of manuves over the railways is to
the benefit of the country and of the re-
venue generally.

Mr. Carpenter: Would you apply that all
round ?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Not necessarily, but
in New Zealand it is recognised as a good
proposition to the State. On the question
of butter, we have heard & good deal about
the suitability of the South-West. Bat,
where the butter production is going to come
from is the drier regions. Take even as far
up as Baandee.

Mr. Underwood : Oh, we will take you up
to Marble Bar.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Baandee has a rain-
fall as good as that of Buroa, and the butier
output is steadily increasing right through
the wheat areas. Tun Euroa they bave a
seemingly generous rainfall, 27ins,, but it
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all falls within about six months, and for
the remainder of the year the cattle there
have to be hand fed. As I have said, in
onr drier areas the production of butter is
irereasing very rapidly. I would ask hon.
members to take seriously the proposition
that the Treasurer should confer with the
leader of the Opposition and the ex-leader
of the Country party in an endeavour to
put the finances straight and assist the State
out of its present difficulties.
Progress reported.

House adjoured at 10.34 p.m.

Tegislative <Council,
Tuesdny, 25th November, 1916.
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SELECT COMMITTEE WHEAT MAR-
KETING BILL.

Report Presented,

Hon. J. M. Drew bronght up the report of
the select commiltee appointed to inquire
into the Wheat Marketing Bill.

Report reccived and read.

Hon. J. M. DREW (Central) [4.35]: I
move—

That the consideration of the report be
made an Order of the Day for the next
sitting of the House.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
H. P. Colebatch—East) [4.36]: I second
the motion. T ask hon. members to be pre-
pared to put the Bill through Committee
to-morrow, Dbecanse if is urgently necessary
that it should be passed before the end of
the present week. I am grateful to the ¢om-
mittee for the trouble they have taken and
trust 1hat the report will enable it to he put
throngh Committee wiihout any suggestion
of hurry or slurring over the matter in any
way.

Hon, W, KINGSMILL (Metropolitan)
[4.371: 1In supporling the molion I wish
to make a suggestion that if the wishes of
the leader of the House are to be carried out
the amendmenis must not only be fore-
shadowed, bnt must be clearly and definitely
placed upon the Notice Paper. It is impos-
sible fo move amendments in the terms of
the report, and it would be far better, I
think, if the amendments were sent down at
once to the Parligmentary draftsman in time
to have ihem on to-morrow afterncon’s
Notice Paper. If that is done, it should be
possible to take the report into considera-
tion when the Bill is in Commitiee, but if
not it is impossible. If they are drafted in
Parliamentary language and placed as
amendments on the Notice Paper it will be
quite possible lo carry out the wishes of the
leader of the EHouse; otherwise 1 am afraid
it would nol be possible.

Hon. J. M. DREW (Central-—in reply}
[440]: 1 may say that we have considered
that aspect of the matier and are preparing
the amendments which will be placed on the
Notice Paper.

(Hon.

Question put and passed.



